164th Infantry News: August 2017 by 164th Infantry Association
University of North Dakota 
UND Scholarly Commons 
164th Infantry Regiment Publications 
8-2017 
164th Infantry News: August 2017 
164th Infantry Association 
Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.und.edu/infantry-documents 
Recommended Citation 
164th Infantry Association, "164th Infantry News: August 2017" (2017). 164th Infantry Regiment 
Publications. 121. 
https://commons.und.edu/infantry-documents/121 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by UND Scholarly Commons. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in 164th Infantry Regiment Publications by an authorized administrator of UND Scholarly Commons. For 
more information, please contact zeineb.yousif@library.und.edu. 
THE 164TH INFANTRY NEWS 
Volume 59, No. 1 August, 2017 
11t11S WILL BE BIG!/.~ 
HISTORIC DISPLAY OPEN HOUSE 
& BAND CONC.ERT 
SATURDAY, 14 OCTOBER 2017 
13 October 1942 13 Octo6er 2017 
164TH INFANTRY ASSOCIATION 
• 
• • 
••• 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA 
THIS WILL BE BIG!!! 
"75TH ANNIVERSARY 
- . 
• 
• • 
·•· 
GUADALCANAL LANDING" 
Friday 13 October 2017 - Reunion Banquet 
Saturday 14: October 2017-Historical Displa_ys 
---------Basic Schedule (subiect to minor changes): 
Friday, 13 October 2017 Ramada Inn, 1400 E Interchange Ave, Bismarck 
1400-1700 Reunion Sign in/ Visit - Registration REQUIRED for meals, etc. 
1700 Short Business & Information meeting 
1730 Photos & "Who's Here?" Introductions of Members & Guests 
1800 Memorial Service & Banquet 
---------Saturday, 14 October 2017 Bismarck State College Energy Center - Top Floor 
0900-1700 75th Anniversary Historical ·Display- Free & Open to the Public 
Transportation & meals on your own. 1200 Schafer St, Bismarck. 
Exhibitor: Greg Heinz 
164th Infantry WWII Unit Photos, equipment, uniforms, memorabilia, diaries 
Small area dedicated to 154th WWI & Korean War era displays 
Other WWII U.S. equipment, uniforms, documents, books 
Exhibitor: Col (ret) Al Schuldt 
Japanese WWII equipment, uniforms, flags, documents, references, sw~rds 
1300-1330 Open Chat with the Guadalcanal Guys (Hosted, Media Invited) 
1330-1400 75th Anniversary Recognition Program - all 164 introduced! 
1400-1500 Band Concert - 188th Army National Guard Band 
1700 Exhibits Close 
1800 Gathering for supper if enough interest. 
---------Sunday, 15 October 2017 . 
0600-1000 Complimentary breakfast for those staying at the Ramada 
Questions: Ben blkemp@bis.midco.net, Shirley Editor164thlnfantryNews@hotmail.com 
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WHERE TO STAY: 
RAMADA INN - Banq1:1et Location www.ramadabism ck. orop '\ g 7(\\1 
1400 E INTERCHANGE AVE, BISMARCK, ND (HWY 83 & 1-94) St. ,,,..-n 
1-701-258-7000 Block of Rooms Reserved@ $89+tax. Mention ' ~ffiOr\'O~;' -- 1 ' 
UN Ff\ ff\\1 
LA QUINTA (2 blocks W of Ramada) COMFORT SUITES (JC~oss I-94) 
2240 N 12th St, BISMARCK 929 Gateway Ave, BISMARCK 
1-701-751-3313 laquintabismarck.com/ 1-701-223-4009 www .choicehotels.com 
HAMPTON INN & SUITES (Near Bismarck State College) 
2020 Schafer St, BISMARCK, ND 
1-701-751-5656 www.hamptoninn3.hilton.com 
SATURDAY's EVENT: BSC Energy Center, 1200 S.chafer St 
Photo 1: Park on the North and enter the North Door. Take elevator to top floor! 
Photo 2: The South Face of the Energy Building. Photo 3: The Top Floor Display & Concert Area! 
We'll be on the top floor glassed area with a beautiful view south to the Missouri river. 
WHAT ELSE TO DO: 
North Dakota State Museum & Museum Store - WWI Centennial Display 
Monday-Friday, 8-5; Saturday & Sunday, 10-5 p.m. New addition! New exhibits! 
On the Capitol Grounds. Admission is always free! More at http ://statemuseum 
North Dakota Veterans Cemetery 
164 Monument is near the Chapel. The Kiosk gravesite 
locator is available in the foyer of the visitor's center. 
The cemetery grounds are open twenty four hours a day 
for grave visitation.It is located 6.5 miles 
south of Mandan on Highway 1806 on a 35 
acre tract of land in the SW corner of Fort 
Abraham Lincoln State Park. 
Global War on Terror Memorial (photo at right) 
Located near the front gate at Fraine Barracks, ND National Guard 
Headquarters, the site lists the names of North Dakotans who have lost their 
lives in the fight against terrorism since 9/11/2001. 
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"They Did Change the World": North Dakota "Farm 
Boys" Turned Soldiers Remembered this Flag Day 
4 
IN HONOR OF FLAG DAY, POST 2 RE-DEDICATED 
THE 164TH INFANTRY REGIMENT WWII MEMORIAL 
MONUMENT IN LINDENWOOD PARK 
June 14, 2017 Jackie Kelly KVRR News 
www.kvrr.com/2017 /06/14/they-did-change-the-world-north-dakota-
farm-boys-turned-soldiers-remembered-this-flag-day/ 
FARGO, ND - Veterans and community members gathered 
at Lindenwood Park in Fargo for a ceremony for the 164th 
Infantry Regiment World War Two Memorial. 
"During over four and half years of activation, these soldiers 
proved that on the fields of international conflict, a citizen· 
solider could excel and meet the best the enemy had to offer 
and could prevail," said Christopher Hanson, the Commander 
of American Legion Post 2. 
The monument was originally placed at the intersection of 
3rd Avenue and 5th Street in 1987 to honor the 216 North 
Dakota "farm boys" turned soldiers who fought in WWII. 
In late November 2016, the monument was moved to 
Lindenwood Park because Post 2 relocated and they wanted 
a beautiful forever home for the memorial. 
"If you look at it this symbol, these gentlemen did change 
history," said Joel Vettel, director of the Fargo v Park District. 
"They did change the world." 
Post 2 said they are thankful for this re-dedication. 
"It's been fun doing this working with some good people," said 
Sylvan Melroe, incoming commander of Post 2. "The ones that 
did this are shining examples of what we call Fargo nice." 
This year marks an important year for the 164th infantry, 
marking the 100th anniversary of the regiment's mobilization 
for WWI and the seventy-fifth anniversary of the landing at 
Guadalcanal during WWII. 
Editor's notes on how anything in North Dakota is only one or 
two degrees of separation from the 164th Infantry: 
)""' ND Legion Post #2 is named after Lt. Col. Gilbert C. 
Grafton, Company B, 164th Infantry. He died of non-combat 
surgical complications in France at the end of WWI. 
)""' Legion Post #2 Commander Chris Hanson recently 
retired from the National Guard's 188th Army Band, which 
carries the lineage of the 164th Infantry Band. Chris had 
attended, and entertained at, numerous 164th reunions, 
including the· ND WWII Victory Celebration in October 2015. 
)""' Joel Vettel, Director of Fargo Parks and former Fargo 
police lieutenant, is the nephew of Carl Vettel, who was a 
corporal in Co L, Hillsboro, when the regiment mobilized in 
1941, and was a lieutenant in Co A when he was killed in 
action on 21 Nov 42 at Guadalcanal while attempting to 
destroy a machinegun nest. (Story Oct 2012 News) 
)""' Just Info: ND Legion Post #1, Bismarck, is named for 
Pvt Loyd Spetz, Co A, 164th . Infantry, who was the first Co A 
soldier killed during WW1. Legend has it that both Bismarck & 
Fargo wanted Post #1 and while an argument was ensuing 
near the registration table, a Bismarck-ian sneaked past the 
fray to file the paperwork. 
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Veterans memorial moved to new home at Lindenwood Park in Fargo 
http://www.inforum.com/news/4150625-veterans-memorial-moved-new-home-lindenwood-park-fargo 
By Dave Olson on Nov 2, 2016 at 2:27 p.m. 
Left: Workers from Dakota Monument move the last piece 
of a granite monument into place Wednesday, Nov. 2, 
2016, at a new location just north of the fountain near the 
entrance to Lindenwood Park. The 164th Infantry Memorial 
was located next to the American Legion building in 
downtown Fargo and contains names of the WWII soldiers 
who served in the unit. Photo Dave Wallis/ The Forum 
FARGO-Many years ago, the American Legion 
dedicated a fountain that graces the entrance to 
Lindenwood Park in Fargo. 
On Wednesday, Nov. 2, the veterans group 
expanded on that gift when it moved a World War II memorial that stood in front of the Gilbert C. 
Grafton American Legion Post 2 building at 505 3rd St. N. in downtown Fargo to a spot not far from 
the fountain at Lindenwood. 
The stone marker, which honors members of the North Dakota National Guard who were 
mobilized at the start of World War II, is a good fit with the area around the fountain, which has 
become the go-to site for local events honoring veterans and others who have ,given service to their 
community, said Joel Vettel, executive director of the Fargo Park District. 
He said the Legion came to the Park District after it sold its downtown building to Kilbourne Group 
earlier this year, stating it wanted to find a good home for the memorial. 
Vettel said the Park District was happy to accept the marker, which features the names of soldiers 
belonging to the 164th Infantry. 
Volunteers moved the granite memorial to Lindenwood with assistance from Dakota Monument 
Company. The concrete pad the memorial rests on was built by L. Gnoinsky Concrete with donated 
concrete from Aggregate Industries. 
Vettel said the memorial is worthy of the high-profile property it occupies. There is an effort 
underway to add another memorial to the entrance of Lindenwood that would honor the area's 
emergency management workers, he said. He said that plan is in the beginning stages. 
Sylvan Melroe, adjutant of the Legion post, said weeks of planning paid off on Wednesday. "It all 
went very well. I think it's a first-class deal," he said. Melroe said the Legion post . is moving its 
headquarters to the old airport terminal at Hector International Airport, a move he said is nearing 
completion. 
Monument honoring North Dakota's 164th Infantry 
moves to Lindenwood Park · 
http://www.valleynewslive.com/content/news/399716181.html 
By Al Aamodt I Posted: Wed 3:59 PM, Nov 02, 2016 
FARGO, N.D. {Valley News Live) - A monument to a 
heroic World War 11 North Dakota Army unit has a new 
home. The monument honors the 164th Infantry and the 
soldiers who served in it. They saw heavy action during a 
decisive battle in the South Pacific. 
The four-piece granite monument has been standing 
guard at the American Legion building in downtown 
Fargo for a number of years. The building has been sold, 
so a new location for the piece had to be found. 
It was moved to the entrance of Lindenwood Park. It is located just north of the fountain. 
A bit more history of the men the monument honors: The 164th, a National Guard unit, was 
activated and rushed to Guadalcanal as emergency reinforcement for the first marine division more 
than 70 years ago. 
The North Dakota soldiers ended up being the first Army unit in combat in that historic, bloody 
battle. It was the first major offensive and victory in the Pacific for U.S. Allied Forces in that war. 
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MONUMENT DEDICATED TO AMERICAL ARTILLERY 
1 
http://swoknews.com/local/monuments-dedicated-fort-sill-park 
Thu, 05/11/2017 - 3:52am Mitch Meador 
Veterans gathered Wednesday (10 May 2017) for the unveiling 
of three granite monuments in Fort Sill's Constitution Park that will 
honor the achievements of the America/ Division Artillery in 
World War II, the Cold War, and the Vietnam War. 
The America! (23rd) Infantry Division is unique in the annals of 
U.S. Army history. It was the only modern Army division that 
began with ~ name and no number assigned to it, according to 
emcee Roger Gilmore of Rowlett, Texas. 
Each time it was activated in war it grew out of a task force 
first. All three times the division was activated, it was activated 
outside the continental U.S. -
Each time, the America! served in jungle terrain, earning the 
moniker of "The Jungle Warriors." 
Both times the America! was brought into existence in wartime, 
it was to assist the U.S. Marine Corps when the Marines were 
threatened by overwhelming enemy forces. On Guadalcanal the 
Americal's arrival kept the 1st Marine Division's defensive lines 
from being overrun. The Americal's arrival there was the first 
offensive use of Army units in WWII. 
They earned the Presidential Unit Citation for their actions at 
Guadalcanal and the southern Philippines. They also fought in the 
Northern Solomon Islands and the Philippine island of Leyte. 
Activated in Panama during the Cold War from 1954-56, the 
division received a numeric designation as the 23rd Army Infantry World War 11 veteran Bill Kiker, of Division, but many of its soldiers, aware of the division's legacy in the 164th Infantry Regiment, 
WWII, called themselves "The America!." It was a new kind of war stands next to the marker he 
in the 1950s, as they were assigned to protect the Panama Canal helped unveil in Ft. Sill's 
and the Caribbean Basin. Constitution Park. It will serve as 
In the I Corps area of South Vietnam in 1967 the u.·s. Marines 
were severely stretched in personnel and territorial responsibility. a lasting tribute to all the units that provided artillery support to the 
The ene':1y continued to infi_ltrate vast nu_mbers of soldiers into America! Division in WWII. 
South Vietnam. The Amencal was activated to defend the 
southern half of the I Corps tactical area, fighting in every type of terrain imaginable, from the coastal 
plains to the rolling hills of the Piedmont and the rugged triple-canopied Annamite Mountains. 
In all three periods, artillery was a crucial support to the America! mission. Field Artillery units 
operated in some of the most difficult terrain in the history of indirect fire support. Artillery, coastal 
artillery and anti-aircraft artillery units persevered in intolerable heat, tropical rain and muddy conditions. 
As keynote speaker, retired Maj. Gen. 
Thomas A. Lightner shared what he called the 
most moving relationship of his 32-year career 
in the Field Artillery branch. He commanded the 
America! Division Artillery unit in Vietnam, 3rd 
Battalion, 16th FA. 
Lightner read a story originally published in 
the regiment's newsletter in 1969 along with a 
follow-up written by former Spc. Handy Harnish 
At the National Museum of the Paclflc:war 1n FtldericbburgwertBBI Ktur,Bonnle Klbr, lllttJWalklra of suburban I n di an a po Ii s in 2 0 1 0. Harnish 
CharlesWalker(ret.).Co1.Wa1urwasapanelstatt11esymposunhosted11ythtMm1Nlmltzfoundatlon described how the soldiers of Bravo Battery, 3-
thtltattllSoflldwaJanctQuadalclnal.BINKlrermaltftemanwhollrwdunderthen-Capt.Walkerln 16 FA, ad opted a mal nourished, diseased boy M£."164tll lntantry ~AMtcal OMslotlonu,ta llland, Pbllfppines.._ 1944-1945. 
who wandered into their camp in June 1969. 
An article from about a decade ago when Kiker attended a Terrorists had killed his parents and left him on 
conference with Chuck Walker, his Co E Commander. his own in the jungle. 
6 
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AMERICAL DIVISION ARTILLERY 
From An Excerpt of the "History of Task Force 6814" Prepared by Major Lincoln W. Stoddard, 
Special Service Officer, America! Division. 
In early 1942, two Battalions of medium artillery sailed with Task Force 6814 to Australia, without 
their guns and with minimal' training. In Australia, British 18-pounders and 25-pounders were loaded 
[for the voyage to New Caledonia]. Two Australian officers and a crew of expert NCOs went along to 
instruct the Americans in the operation and nomenclature of the new weapons 
[As the newly named America! Division was being organized] the story of the artillery of the division 
is a somewhat confusing one. In the force as constituted at New Caledonia, there were two battalions 
of medium artillery and one regiment of light artillery. From these troops, because of island defense 
requirements, a third battalion of light artillery was organized provisionally, for the Bourail Sector. A 
Division Artillery Headquarters and Headquarters Battery (Provisional) were authorized August _ 15 
(Special Order #162). 
At this time the artillery units were redesignated and activated as three light battalions--245th, 246th, 
and 24 7th Field Artillery Battalions; and two medium battalions--221 st and 223rd F .A. Battalions. (Later, 
the 223rd was transferred). · 
245th Field Artillery Battalion 
Editor: This is the only America! Field Artillery Battalion for which a history was· readily 
available. (Source Wikipedia) 
"Born For Battle" 
Constituted 17 July 1942 as the 245th Field Artillery Battalion, assigned to ·the 
America! Division as a 105mm-howitzer battalion and activated on the island of New 
Caledonia. 
Serving in the America! Division 's 132nd Regimental Combat Team as the direct 
support battalion for the 132nd Infantry, the 245th arrived on Guadalcanal on 8 December 1942 and 
attacked Mount Austin and engaged in heavy combat with Japanese defenders. The 132nd was 
relieved on line by the 25th Division's 35th RCT in January 1943. For its gallantry on Guadalcanal the 
245th received the Navy Presidential Unit Citation. 
In January 1944 the supporting fires of the 245th Field 
Artillery Battalion played a significant role in destroying dug 
in Japanese forces on the island of Bougainville in the 
Northern Solomons. 
Arriving on Leyte Island in the Philippines in January 
1945 the America! Division participated in the clearing of 
the island of Japanese forces. On 25 March 1945 the 
America! conducted an amphibious assault on Cebu Island. 
Until the end of the war the America! cleared the island of 
Cebu and its surrounding smaller islands as well as Negros 
Island. 
For its participation in the liberation of the Philippine 
Islands from the Japanese the 245th Field Artillery Battalion 1101111 163.-Bm 260 being shelled by Americal Diviaionartilltryfire, on 
was awarded the Philippine Presidential Unit Citation. 19 March. The flriDg continued roueveral bours attbe end of which time 
In September 1945 the division arrived in Japan for brief itwaa~icved.thahlleiiem1~had ~~traliaed. Notel)al'tial 
occupation duty in the Yokohama area. Departing Japan in datruetlOD of iungte growth. (Bougarnv1lle) 
November 1945, the 245th Field Artillery Battalion with the rest of the America! Division was inactivated 
at Fort Lewis Washington on 26 November 1945. 
The 245th was redesignated as the 69th Field Artillery Battalion allocated to the Regular Army and 
assigned to the 25th Infantry Division on 9 August 1951. It was activated on 27 August 1951 equipped 
with 105mm howitzers. The 69th participated in five Korean campaigns in direct support of the 14th 
Infantry Regiment, earning a Navy Presidential Unit Citation, Navy Unit Commendation, and two 
Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citations. 
The 69th Field Artillery Battalion was inactivated at Schofield Barracks on 1 February 1957. 
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World War II veteran recalls service in the Pacific 
JG-TC&°m AZEJTE • By Rob Stroud Nov 11, 2016 ., ( '()URJER http://jg-tc.com/news/world-war-ii-veteran-recalls-service-in-the-pacific-theatre/article _ 804d26fb-
e3d3-54e 7 -b409-78753184aead. html 
MATTOON, IL -- Army infantryman Wayne McDowell was on a 
troop transport ship bound for World War I l's Pacific Theatre in 
1943 when one of his fellow soldiers pointed out a "black 
speck" on the horizon. 
McDowell, of Mattoon, said he soon learned that the 
"speck" was Hawaii, but he only got a fleeting glimpse of this 
American soil as their ship sped west across the Pacific Ocean. 
"They wanted to get us into combat as soon as they could," 
McDowell said. 
In advance of Veterans Day, McDowell recently 
reflected on his service with the 164th Infantry Battalion, 
Company 8, of the America! Division. He said this America! 
division took its name from being formed on the Pacific island 
of New Caledonia. 
McDowell, who was nicknamed "Red" by fellow soldiers 
because of his hair color, said his unit took part in advanced 
combat training in New Caledonia led by veterans of 
Guadalcanal. 
He said they were then sent to the front lines, spending 
more than a year in Bougainville Island in Papua New Guinea. 
The veteran said he still vividly remembers that, when 
they first arrived, he and his unit tromped through a field of 
beautiful orchids on their way to take up position along a river. 
McDowell said heavy combat was winding down there at the 
time, but Japanese forces were still at large and fighting. 
"I can still hear that first bullet whistling over my head," 
McDowell said. 
After Bougainville, McDowell contintJed serving in the 
island hopping campaign in the Philippines and elsewhere in 
the Pacific. The veteran said weekdays, weekends and 
holidays blended together without distinction as he and his unit 
were in the field for 365 days a year. 
"You got used to it because you were busy all the time," 
McDowell said. 
His unit was assigned to the occupation of Japan during 
the immediate aftermath of the war in 1945. McDowell said his 
commanding officer disregarded written orders to pull their 
landing craft up to docks, fearing Japanese forces there might 
still be hostile. He said they landed on a beach instead. 
While searching a Japanese airbase, McDowell said he 
found a locked room with a man inside. McDowell said he was 
preparing to force the door open when he found out this was 
a dark~oom, where a photographer was trying to preserve film 
that was being developed. 
McDowell, a staff sergeant at the time, said he asked the 
Japanese photographer in this room to take a photo of him and 
his fellow soldiers. The veteran still has this image as a 
treasured keepsake. 
Wayne is shown displaying a photo of 
him and his fellow soldiers in Japan 
during the immediate aftermath of the 
war. Photo KEVIN K.ILHOFFER, JOURNAL 
GAZETTE & TIMES-COURIER 
The Army did not leave his unit in Japan for very long . 
during this time period. McDowell said they and other units had been in combat not long before arriving 
in Japan, so the Army thought they might be the best fit for helping start a peaceful occupation. 
"We had been under fire for so long, we were used to it," McDowell said. 
. 8 The 1641h Infantry News, August 2017 
Charlie Morton, 154th Infantry 
KOSCIUSKO COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HONOR VETERAN OF THE MONTH 
KOSCIUSKO, IL - During the Kosciusko County 
Commissioners meeting, the public took a 
moment to salute the veteran of the month, ·· 
Charrie Morton, Syracuse. He was presented a 
plaque honoring him as the Veteran of the Month. 
Morton was humbled and grateful to the public for 
their attendance and support. 
The following biography was read before 
the commissioners: 
CharUe was born in 1925 and grew up on a 
farm near Lebanon. Because his older brother 
passed away at a young age, Charlie was tasked 
to work a team of four horses in the fields from the 
time he was 10 until they bought a tractor at the 
age of 12. He was then farming full-time through 
the rest of his school years. 
As soon as he graduated from High School 
in 1943, he headed off to war. He entered service 
at the age of 18 at Camp Atterbury. He was later 
sent to Camp Fannin, Texas for basic training. 
Charlie was initially given a 2-C farming 
classification by the draft board, which meant he 
had a greater chance of staying home on the farm, 
but he contested that and got a 1-A classification 
so he could enter the army. 
Assigned to the 164 Infantry Regiment, he 
served in the Asiatic Pacific Theater. Because he 
had taken a typing class in high school, he was 
given the classification of "clerk typist" in basic 
training. But when he reached the Philippines and 
the soldiers were being assigned duties according 
to their training, they laughed and said, "When the 
war is over, we will type it up!" 
Later, while awaiting the invasion of Japan, 
his typing training was put to use writing letters of 
condolences to the parents of those killed. He 
participated in the liberation of the Philippines on 
the islands of Leyte, Negros, and Cebu. He then 
trained on Cebu for a Japan invasion and took part 
in the occupation of Japan at the end of the war. 
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He remained stationed in Japan with the Army's 
First Cavalry Division until honorably discharged 
as a buck sergeant November of 1946. Honors 
received included Army Commendation Medal; 
Army of Occupation Medal Japan; Asiatic Pacific 
Theater Ribbon with Two Bronze Campaign Stars; 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon with Oak Leaf 
Cluster; WWII Victory Medal; Good Conduct 
Medal; Combat Infantry Badge. 
He had contracted malaria during the war, 
and when he came back home, he simply returned 
to farming for a couple of years. In 1948, he 
entered Purdue University and earned a degree in 
agricultural economics, studying under Earl Butts, 
the future secretary of agriculture for the U.S. 
He married Isabel Baker in 1952 and took 
a job as assistant county agent in Pierceton. After 
a couple of years as an assistant county agent, he 
accepted a job as fieldman for Halderman Farm 
Management Service based in Wabash - a 
company that now manages farms 
internationally. They lived in Wabash for a short 
time and then set up Halderman's field office in 
Bremen. For more than 40 years, he worked with 
Halderman managing, buying, selling 
appraising and analyzing farms of all kinds for 
owners from all walks of life. 
He is also a member of the Kiwanis and 
won the George F. Hixson fellowship award, the 
highest honor awarded to a kiwanian. 
Charlie and Isabel have been married 63 
years and \have three children: Brad ·(Susan), 
California; Tom (Carla), Granger; and Beth (Neil), 
Huntertown. They have eight grandchildren, three 
step-grandchildren, & 3 great-step-grandchildren 
9 
JAMES "JIM" MORRISON, SOLDIER 
Atchison County Mail: August 2, 2016 I by Beverly Clinkingbeard, Westboro, MO, Veronica Lewis 
He was born to Bob & 
Dora Morrison, the only 
living child of seven. Other 
than a sister who died at 
11 months, his siblings 
were still births. However, 
his parents took in two 
motherless nieces and 
Jim thought of them as 
sisters. His mother was a 
home-maker and his 
father a farm hired hand. 
In 1934 the family moved 
from the Watson, MO area to Westboro ... where 
Jim graduated from Westboro High School in May 
1942. As a teenager he often worked for Todd & 
Mary [Harris] Macrander east of Westboro, and 
thought of them as second parents. 
He received his draft notice for the U.S. 
Army and left Rock Port, MO for Ft. Leavenworth 
January 20, 1943. He said, "That's the day I 
started my government job." It's also· when he 
began writing letters home, signing them as 
"James," though his mother called him "Jimmie." 
She saved his letters and this many years later 
they document and refresh Jim's memory of his 
days as a homesick soldier. And, that is where we 
begin his story, documented in the fragile paper 
letters. 
From Rock Port the new recruits rode a bus 
to Leavenworth. There Jim had KP [kitchen] duty 
until departure for basic training with the next stop 
being Cp Howze, TX, near Gainesville. The camp 
was an infantry replacement training center. 
Soldiers arrived from all over the country by tra_in 
and bus. It also housed 3000 German prisoners. 
At Camp Howze Jim learned about 
weaponry, heavy weapons and truck driving skills. 
Since he was stateside he could write "free" on the· 
envelope where a stamp would normally be 
placed. Next was Cp Livingston near Alexandria, 
LA. It was a big camp that was backed up by 
several other training camps and it involved about 
12,000 acres of swamp land and several thousand 
soldiers in training. That tropical-like environment 
lent the first inkling of where the recruits would 
eventually serve. A letter from Camp Livingston 
mentions a "stray pup" that showed up at the 
barracks. He wrote, "He looked cold and hungry 
so I brought him along and fed him a big meal." Of 
course, the dog stayed and when Jim's next move 
came due, the dog was handed off to another 
soldier. 
10 
He traveled by train to Ft. Ord, CA, 
approximately 80 miles south of San Francisco. Of 
Ft. Ord he wrote on a "V" Mail note, "We sleep in 
tents. The food is exceptionally good here." 
"V" Mail was supposed to be a means of . 
speedy delivery. The "V" stood for victory and 
forms were available at base commissaries, post 
offices and five-and-dime stores. After a censor 
cleared a soldier's letter, it was microfilmed .or 
photographed onto 16 mm black-&-white camera 
film. The reel then went to a processing center, 
where a copy was printed onto photographic 
paper 5 by 4 inches. It was then put into an 
envelope for delivery. According to the National 
Postal Museum, "V" Mail saved thousands of tons 
of ·shipping space for war materials. The 37 
mailbags required to carry 150,000 one-page 
letters could be replaced by a single mail sack. 
The weight was dramatically reduced from 2,575 
pounds to a mere 45. _The soldiers also got their 
letters from home much faster. The system 
processed 1.5 billion letters from June 1942 thru 
November '45." However, it often didn't work quite 
as quickly as proposed so the Morrison's utilized 
lightweight air mail paper & envelopes. 
Jim was careful to write his letters in such 
a way the screeners wouldn't have reason to blot 
out his messages. Many envelopes are stamped, 
"Army examiner E.C. Swiger It. inf." (although the 
name of the examiners would change). Posters 
reminded, "Somebody blabbed. Button your lip! 
... don't talk about troop movement. .. don't talk 
about war production!" Dora Morrison also sent 
many care packages. In one letter Jim wrote, "An 
angel food cake sure would taste good." In a later 
letter he acknowledged the cake had arrived and 
he'd shared it with his buddies, and yes, it sure did 
taste good. 
Next Jim boarded a troop carrier and by 
Sept 9, 1944 he was in the South Pacific, and 
assigned to the 164th [Regiment]. A new division, 
"America!" was formed, the only division without a 
number. This represented a merger of America 
and New Caledonia [French held territory]. 
New Caledonia is a mineral rich island 700 
miles from Australia. The Japanese had not 
invaded the island and it became a staging area 
for troop training and deployment for invasion of 
the Solomon and Philippine Islands. It was rugged 
jungle and Jim remembers there were beautiful 
rainbows every day. Because of mining exports, 
New Caledonia also had ports that large ships 
could access. 
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Jim remembered with amusement, the native 
women were topless, and the military thought a 
distraction to their troops, so the government 
supplied the women with undershirts that they 
promptly cut holes in. 
After New Caledonia was Guadalcanal. It 
had been secured by the 164th Infantry Regiment 
and the America! Division on February 8, 1943 
and Jim remembers there wasn't a tree left 
standing that wasn't battered from bombs. 
Immediately after the enemy surrendered the 
island, America's military developed it as a staging 
area to assault islands that dotted the Pacific and 
were under enemy control. There was more 
training, and deep bomb craters were used for 
learning to swim. 
The way to victory was island by island. On a map 
the islands appear near each other, when in actual 
fact, many are hundreds of miles apart. 
· From NW Missouri, to Texas, Louisiana, 
California, New Caledonia, Guadalcanal, and 
Bougainville Island was next. The United States 
landed on one side of the island and the Japanese 
on the other. The enemy had carried huge guns 
through the jungle and installed them on a hill, but 
they were 11ever used, which was a puzzle since 
the fighting was quite fierce for the island and at 
stake was a crucial air strip. 
Dr. Gray of Watson, MO, printed a little 
newspaper and it had featured an article about the 
bitter battle for the island. Jim's mother included 
the clipping in a letter, to which he responded, "I 
sure liked that article you sent." Now they knew 
where he was. The soldiers were sometimes 
treated to movies and Jim remembers one being 
a Disney production about the jungles being a 
paradise. "We didn't see any paradise about it," 
Jim said. 
The military plan was to use the Solomon 
Islands as a stepping stone to liberate the 
Philippines, and the America! Division made its 
way to Leyte, Philippines. That became their 
home base and LST [Landing Ship Transport] 
boats ferried soldiers to the many small islands to 
search for the enemy. Of the brutality of the 
enemy, Jim shakes his head. "They would tie their 
own soldier in a tree to serve as sniper until 
someone shot him. They were cruel to the local 
natives and they were very hungry. We would 
purposely leave food to be dumped in the garbage 
as a means of helping the children. The hard part 
of island patrol was getting up in the morning and 
finding out who hadn't made it back." 
From the Philippines he went to Japan 
where he joined the 11th Corp Headquarters. 
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He ran errands and drove truck for the 
Army. He also discovered the people were not 
"mean" as the soldiers had been. They were tired 
of war and he felt safe among them. "There was 
no one to shoot at me," he said. "I even went to a 
barber and let him use a straight razor to shave 
me." He wasn't in an area where the atomic 
bombs had been dropped, but made it to Tokyo 
and saw "Tojo's palace. It had a moat around it 
and a drawbridge." 
His pay initially was $30 and when 
discharged he made $50 a month. He'd sent 
home $700 to start life as a civilian. When it was 
time to return to the States he arrived at the port 
he'd departed from, San Francisco, CA. "It was 
almost three years to the day I'd left home and I 
had my first good cup of coffee in three years."-He 
traveled by train to Ft. Leavenworth and took a bus 
to St Joseph, MO where he called Todd & Mary 
Macrander. His parents didn't have a telephone. 
Meanwhile, Mildred Tomes of Ridgeway, 
MO, taught at Star Country School, located two 
miles south of Burlington Junction, MO. Her sister, 
Barbara, had taught at Eureka Country School, 
east of Westboro and married Roy Miller. The 
spring of '46 Mildred came to Westboro to visit 
family and in the course of conversation the 
comment, "Everybody wants to go with him and he 
[Jim] won't date anyone!" Jim and Mildred were 
introduced and their first date was a movie at the 
Westboro Theatre. They don't remember the 
movie, but on December 26, 1946, they married 
and this December will celebrate 70 years 
together. To this union there were three children: 
Nina Louise, a resident of Clarinda, IA, Rose 
Marie, and Larry Eugene of Westboro. -
They live at the El Rey Apartments in 
Tarkio, MO where Jim says,"l'm putting in my 
time." But most of their years were in Westboro 
were Jim worked for Ferrell Herrick, had a ·star 
Mail Route, trucked and was a . general helper. 
They are active in the Westboro United Methodist 
Congregation and also Lions Club. Perhaps 
remembering early KP duty, Jim fries a mean 
stack of pancakes for the Lions pancake suppers. 
He is handy with wood work and for Westboro's 
Lord's Acre Day has contributed unique items for 
their auction. 
Jim also experienced a veteran's "honor 
flight" to Washington D.C. His granddaughter, 
Karen Williams, accompanied him and he 
describes it as "wonderful, wonderful" and a day 
that brought back so many memories. The trip is 
recorded in a photo album, and coupled with the 
box of letters, it's a veteran's beginning and 
ending story. 
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Memorial Day at the ND Veterans Cemetery 
By Nick Smith; photo byTom Stromme The Bismarck Tribune 
Staff Sgt. Louis Hanson knows the last 75 years of his life to date have been a gift, telling a crowd 
of several hundred at the North Dakota Veteran's Cemetery south of Mandan as much as the keynote 
speaker of this year's Memorial Day ceremony. 
Hanson, 97, briefly spoke about his time as a member of the 164th Infantry Regiment, the first 
U.S. Army unit to engage in offensive action in World War II assisting U.S. Marines at Guadalcanal. 
The Jud native served in the Army from 1941-45. 
The theme of [the] event was the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the unit's action 
during a period of intense fighting in the Pacific theater of operations. 
"When I. landed on Guadalcanal . . . I 
really thought the world was coming to an 
end," Hanson said. 
The blustery and overcast afternoon at _ 
the cemetery was downright pleasant 
compared to the scene he'd encountered on 
Oct. 13, 1942. 
Hanson said the shelling of the landing 
zone and carpeting the area with bombs was 
beyond terrifying. "None of us thought we 
were going to see the morning." 
Providing color as to how close he'd been 
to not speaking before the crowd of 
veterans, families and speakers, he told 
everyone that a mosquito net he us·ed to 
improve an uncomfortable helmet was the 
reason he was alive today. . 
He said his helmet was uncomfortable 
because the lining was too tight. Hanson placed 
mosquito netting inside the helmet, which made 
the helmet sit a few inches higher on his head. 
Audible gasps drifted through the crowd when 
he detail.ed how shortly after he'd made the 
modification to his helmet, a Japanese soldier in 
the heat of battle "put a hole through my helmet." 
Sen. John Hoeven, R-N.D., echoed much of 
Gen, Dohrmann's statements. "We honor you on 
Memorial Day and Veteran's Day and every day," 
Hoeven said. "To all (who) have served and who 
continue to serve, God bless you." 
Sen. -Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., said there are 
those that grieve their loved ones each day and 
that days such as Memorial Day are important to 
highlight such losses. "Today is the least we can 
do," Heitkamp said. 
In war, seemingly minor actions · · 
can make all the difference "None of us tfiougfit Lt. Gov. Brent Sanford agreed. "All of us share one 
common thread: gratitude," 
Sanford said. 
betwee~ coming home alive or not, we were goinn to see 
something not lost on Hanson. He v 
knew others that served that tfie morning .... " 
weren't so lucky. 
Following the traditional 
closing ceremony of a rifle 
volley, performance of taps, a cannon salute and 
raising of the flag, area veterans reflected on the 
day before heading home. 
A series of speakers highlighted the impor.:. 
tance of honoring the ultimate sacrifice made by 
North Dakotans in past conflicts, adding that the 
public can never fully repay the sacrifices made 
by those that have served and still are serving. 
North Dakota National Guard Maj. Gen.- Alan 
Dohrmann praised the efforts of those such as 
Hanson who "helped turn the tide of World War 
II," noting that the 164th participated in more than 
600 days of combat in the Pacific. 
Dohrmann also thanked everyone in 
attendance, saying being on hand is proof of 
their gratitude for the services provided by 
veterans as well as those buried in the 
surrounding grounds. 
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George Gartner, a Vietnam War veteran from 
Fort Rice, said ... the event was very well done, 
despite everyone enduring wind gusts of nearly 
30 miles per hour. "It's important, no doubt about 
it," Gartner said. 
Bismarck veteran Fintan Dooley said it was an 
honor to be around so many North Dakotans that 
stood up and served. He said he was also 
impressed with Hanson's words, especially how 
he'd narrowly survived the incident involving his 
helmet. "How does the Lord's mercy allow that?" 
Dooley said. 
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Memorial Day at the ND Veterans Cemetery . 
The North Dakota 
Veteran's Cemetery 
was established by an 
act of the 1989 
Legislative Assembly. 
It was constructed by 
the North Dakota 
National Guard and is 
operated by the 
Adjutant G~neral of 
North Dakota. 
The 35 acre site 
overlooks the Missouri 
River 6.5 miles south 
of Mandan, near the 
SW corner of Fort 
Abraham Lincoln 
State Park. 
From July 1992 
thru July 2017, there 
has been 7806 
interments (5395 
Veterans, 2189 
Spouses, 58 depend-
ants, 148 Guard, 16 
Reserve). 
The 35 acres will 
accommodate needs 
for the next 25.34 
years. An additional 
35 acres has been 
purchased to provide 
resting places for 
veterans well into the 
future. 1Jignity ant£ Jf onor 
Annual Memorial Day 
Ceremonies at the 
Cemetery begin at 
noon and attract 
thousands of people. 
It is a colorful event 
with multiple color 
guards, mounted 
police, tribal honor 
squads, Patriot 
Guard, state and 
federal dignitaries, 
and a large contingent 
of uniformed National 
Guard members. 
A veterans rifle 
squad fires 3 cere-
monial volleys, and a 
crew of soldiers fires 
the 21-gun salute 
from a 75mm French 
The Cemetery is dedicated to .the men and women who have served this State and Nation with 
unequaled distinction and honor. The State of North Dakota, in tribute to the devotion shown by our 
veterans in defense of the ideals and values we hold so precious, honors them by providing a 
location where they may find eternal peace in a setting rich with military history and quiet dignity. 
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Charlie Ross: Now Running across the Heavens 
By Ken Stone: Retired Army Lt. Col. Charles G. Ross was an ironman in war and masters track who 
once said: "Every person is unique. Most don't know what they can do until they try. I believe it's better 
to try and fail than to not try." Charles tried and excelled, and I'm sad to report that he's reached the 
end of his record-setting career. He died July 5 at age 94. 
He was a veteran of three wars - World War II, Korea and Vietnam (three tours). He served 31 
years in the military and was inducted into the United States Army Ranger Hall of Fame at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, in 1997. Charles was wounded in action twice and has received numerous awards: Two . 
Purple Hearts, the Triple Combat Infantry Badge for infantry combat in all three wars, the Silver Star, 
Bronze Star Medal (Oak Leaf Cluster) 
He had ~een suffering with progressive dementia for several years. Once his wife, Joan, died in 
November 2016 ... he lost complete memory of anyone even his wife. He stopped eating ... he 
succumbed- eight days after having no food or drink, on July 5th. 
So how did a 31-year military veteran go from war medals to track medals? All it took was a trip to 
his 50th high school reunion. · 
"I went to my class reunion," Ross said. "I looked around and all the men were out of shape and 
I said 'This is not for me."' 
So at age 70 Ross started running marathons and competing in the US Track and 
Field Masters Championships. · 
2009, Age 86: He entered nine events and won nine medals - seven gold and two 
bronze, taking home awards in running, a 2,000-meter steeplechase, pole vaulting, 
the hammer throw, a 400-meter dash and the high jump. In the 85 to 89 age group, 
Ross has won first place in a half-marathon at Robins Air Force Base, a 10-mile run 
in Washington, D.C. and the 15,000-meter U.S. Army Ranger Mountain 
2012, Age 89: At nationals, Ross said, "I entered 13 events. I got eight gold first 
place medals and five silver. He was a part of the 4x200m indoor relay team that 
broke the world record set for (M85-89). 
2013: See next page. 
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2014: Right. Masters 90+ World Record 
holders in the . 4X 100 at Winston-Salem 
nationals. Roy Englert, 92; Charlie Ross, 91; 
Orville Rogers, 96; C. Goldy, Sr, 97. 
2015: Left. Potomac Valley TC foursome of 
(from left) Orville Rogers, 97; Charles Boyle, 91; Roy Englert, 92; and 
Charles Ross, 92 - first all-90 relay team in indoor history. 
Left: Lieutenant Ross 
and CPT Walker, WWII. 
Center: CPT Ross, 
Vietnam era. 
Right: 2008 Reunion 
Robert J. Jeffrey. Co E 
2nd Platoon Sgt; Charles 
H. Walker, Commander, . 
Co E· Charles "Charlie" 
Ros~, 2nd Platoon 
Leader 
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90 year-old former Ranger takes aim at track record 
By Luke Decock - staff columnist - ldecock@newsobserver.com May 18, 2013 6:26 PM 
All Charles Ross had to do to set a world record was finish the race. 
For him, in this event, the real challenge was making it to the starting 
line. 
No one in his age group had ever completed the 2,000-meter 
steeplechase, at least officially. He would give it a shot at N.C. State's 
Derr Track, in the 43rd edition of the Southeast Masters track and field 
meet. All he had to do was show up, make it five times around the 
-track, over a few hurdles and across the finish line. 
-=-==:-1 Doesn't sound like much, unless you're 90 years old. 
"You better finish," Bob Weiner, 66, told Ross as they gathered at 
the starting line. "It's a world record if you do." 
"I know," Ross replied. "I've finished every one I ever ran in." 
· Ross is a spry 90, lean and muscular with a square jaw, a member 
of the Army Ranger Hall of Fame. That isn't the kind of honor one 
receives merely for finishing, although surviving three wars certa1nly 
clears that bar. He fought in World War II. He fought in Korea. He fought 
in Vietnam. He got a medal for that trifecta. "Only 275 people have that one," Ross said. (Of the Combat 
lnfan·try Badge w/2 stars.)He also got shot in his left hip and acquired a load of shrapnel in his left knee. 
A native of Indiana, he spent 31 years in the Army, serving all over the world, retiring as a Lisutenant 
Colonel. He met his wife while serving in North Africa. She's 82. They have four children and four 
grandchildren and live in Conyers, Ga. When they went to his 50th high-school reunion, they were 
dancing while many of his classmates couldn't make it onto the floor. Not for me, he said. He got home 
and went sky-diving. 
He made his last parachute jump at 80, the same year he ran his last marathon. He ran a half-
marathon at 85. He has competed in every track-and-field event in a single meet. In many ways, there's 
no better representation of the spirit of Masters track and field than Ross, who makes a statement 
simply by participating at his age, epitomizing the value of lifetime fitness. 
This year alone, Ross has had several skin cancers removed from his leg, a chipped bone in his 
foot, and hernia surgery. Also, he's 90. There are parts on this guy that have been out of warranty for 
decades. He didn't make it this far by taking anything for granted. "Do no harm," ts his competitive 
motto, but at one meet recently he pushed himself too hard, fainted and hit his head. 
The steeplechase, like the triple jump, is one of those archaic events that feels like it has been 
rescued from another time. Competitors run a reasonable distance - in Ross' case, 2,00Q meters; 
younger competitors run 3,000 - while hurdling large wooden barriers arrayed around the track, one 
situated directly in front of a water-filled pit. With wet shoes and big hurdles, this was no Saturday stroll. 
Ross jogged the first 50 meters or so before settling into a fast walk. He'd accelerate as he 
approached the hurdles, then clamber over, left hand on top, left leg over, then right leg over. On the 
water jump, he'd plop into the thigh-deep water and stagger out. Five times he did that. The leader 
lapped him twice. Woods left him far behind. 
The sun bore down on Ross' black Army Ranger hat, the one he saves 
for his biggest races. When he feels weary, he takes it off and holds it in front 
of him. "It gives me strength," Ross said later. It never left his head Saturday. 
Ross clambered over the final barrier, only a few dozen meters from the 
finish line. The crowd, well aware of the circumstances, cheered him on. He 
started pumping his arms and ran the rest of the way to the finish. His time 
of 18:54 was the new world record. He hoped to get close to the 19-minute 
mark. He never figured he'd beat it. 
"Oh man," he said, still shaking from the effort. "I don't believe it." 
Ross had two goals. One was to finish and claim the record. Done. The 
other? To make sure he would have a world record to break when he competes at the U.S. 
championships in July. 
At age 92 Ross still didn't see an end in sight. "Of course," Ross said. "I intend to keep running. 
I hope to. I would like to do it when I'm 95. It's a possibility that I can." 
"Run in Peace, Charlie Ross!" -- Editor 
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TwINS PULLED DOUBLE DUTY: 
SERVED IN NA VY, THEN ARMY 
. http://tucson.com/news/local/twi n-vets-pulled-double-duty-servi ng-in-navy-army/article _ eb 7 e9511 -1 f8f-525e-ba6d-ce3d92d44dba. html 
.A...1 ... .-... ... Ta..!f. s~ October 29, 2015 6:00 pm • (Used.with permission) 
~~Ud. AJUU.!I 'ICU By Becky Pallack bpallack@tucson.com 
Leo, left, and John Lochert display a photo 
showing them as young · sailors. The brothers 
served in the Navy for two years in World War II 
- deploying on different ships - then were in 
the same Army unit during. the Korean War. 
John and Leo Lochert fondly recall their two 
years in the Navy. 
Their time in the Army? What comes to mind 
for John is "dirt and mud and cold and ugh." 
The 88-year-old twins, whose birthday is 
Dec. 7, served in World War 11 in the Navy and 
then in the Korean War in the Army. 
In 2013 they took an Honor Flight trip to 
Washington, D.C. , to visit the "impressive" war 
memorials and monuments. They reflected on 
their military experience in a recent interview. 
In 1944 in Dickinson, North Dakota, the 
twins were 17 and subject to the draft. They 
didn 't want to be in the Army, so they 
volunteered for the Navy. 
"I thought Navy would be a better duty," Leo 
sad . 
"It was!" John said. 
So two days after high school graduation, 
before the ceremony and the prom, the twins 
started their military careers. 
Photos by Rebecca Noble Arizona Daily Star They went to boot camp and then a 6-month 
course at the University of Idaho to learn to be 
radio operators to send and receive encoded messages. It was a fun time with a lot of invitations to 
sorority dances because "they needed boys" with most of the local young men gone during wartime. 
When they got their service assignments, they were shocked to learn they couldn't stay together. 
They'd never been apart. 
"It was terrible, really. It hurt," John said. 
Leo pleaded with his commanding officer . to 
let the brothers stay together, but after the five· 
Sullivan brothers were killed when the USS 
Juneau was sunk in the South Pacific in 1942, 
the Navy enforced its ban on siblings serving 
together. They were sent to their separate 
assignments in the South Pacific and served for 
two.years in the Navy. 
· "Some old tin-can destroyer he got, and I gof 
a carrier," John said. 
After the war, both ships . were 
decommissioned and the twins went home. To 
help .pay for college, they joined the Army 
National Guard as master sergeants to get 
financial help going to college. They were 
trained for a medical unit. 
"This was when the Korean War was going 
on. 
Our commanding officer said, 'Don't worry, 
folks, we're not going to get called up,"' Leo said. 
Two days later, they were. 
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Twin brothers John and Leo Lochert, front, 
pose for a photo before beginning their 
service in the ·U.S. Navy. The brothers grew 
up in Dickinson, N.D., and now live across 
the street from each other in Tucson. 
Photo Courtesy John Lochert. 
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DOUBLE DUTY (continued) 
John accepted a battlefield commission 
and was sent overseas, followed by Leo. 
"He got the .45; I got the M 1 rifle," Leo 
said. . 
But this time the brothers were allowed 
to serve together, and Leo sometimes wore 
John's uniform to sneak into officers' clubs 
with him. 
They worked at forward first aid stations 
where the wounded were brought, 
sometimes without legs or arms, sometimes 
in body bags. "It was terrible," Leo said. 
"The worst I've seen." 
They served together two years in the 
Army for two years. John served a third 
year, and they both finished college. 
John had a career in accounting, and 
Leo had a career in baking and restaurant 
work. 
Leo had four sons and four daughters 
with Dorothy Jean Cox, and they moved to 
Tucson. After they divorced, Leo married 
Buffy De Trouville. John joined Leo in 
Tucson. 
P<:1tches from the Locherts' time in the military are 
on display. During WWII, the Locherts were 
deployed on different Navy ships which was the 
first time the brothers from North Dakota were· 
separ~ted. After mobilizing with the 154th, both 
were assigned 
These days, you can hear the twins singing in the church choir at St. Thomas the Apostle Church. 
A pin from John The 164th Infantry Below, the partial 
Lochert's time in the Regimental Crest from roster of the 154th 
U.S. Army that reads the Locherts' time in Infantry Medical 
"Can do "the motto the ND Guard. Company that 
of the 15th Infantry "Je Suit Pret'' means mobilized for the 
Regiment, 3rd Division "I Am Ready" Korean War. 
K6-R-EA 
MEDICAL COMP Y 
OU C I 
T G H: Enli •ted Men: 80 STATIO 
NAME. 01\AD 
MAJOR (I) 4) 
Ciillil , R.o .e rt F. 
CAPT A.INS ( -3) 
It nke, il!red W • . 
Mile , Jaine• . • Jr. 
SECOND LIEUTENANTS (0-1) 
Brue , Ric ha"?" d H. 
Hau.s ue r ~ Lt!tray 
ul{man. Gordon A 
J,.owell, David A .. 
Vo:ri.R.ueden, Kenneth C. 
MASTER SERGE.AN S (E-7 
·Loch .rt, John P. 
Loche rt, Leo S. 
SeviJDY, Alphonse J. 
Simo on, Peter T. 
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ASN NAME.. Ci AD _ 
CO.RPORAJ..S ( E -4) 
01'167207 
0153S065 
0981246 
099!587 
0995!>8Z 
0995 84 
0982623 
0995588 
2773Z173 
Z.7732174 
2773U5Z 
2'173U3Z 
anti! rinan, A. Kirk 
LiUr·g, Dua • 
Lindgren, Donald. H, 
oy~ Harry L. 
M 1erl Robert H .. 
Mil' ault, , ranc:1a A. 
Mi sch , Reinhold. F. 
Pippin, Harry M. 
R.i&tuben. Jame• F. 
Simonson, John F. 
Stenercdde .. Don ld W. 
Waller, Robel't H. 
PRIV TES I.RST CLASS {E 3) 
B rt olomay. Thoma H. 
Bothun., Myron E. 
21'137Z18 
27732. 8? 
277JZ 50 
277.lZ 26 
27132 71 
Z77321 
172042!>5 
'Z.7732.1?0 
27757813 
27732.147 
3'1899696 
Z'1773330 
27132185 
21732215 
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South Korea "Association" honors .D. veterans 
with Deed of Appreciation 'Medal of Honor' 
Korean War Veter.ans' Honoring Ceremony 
Date: Saturday at 10:30AM, October 3,. 2015 
Venue: Heritage Center 
Program: Presentation ceremony of Medal of Honor for the Korean War Veterans 
(Presented by the Korean Government) 
1. National anthem of the U.S. and Korea with flags (Children's Choir) 
2. Invocation Prayer 
3. Dr. Billy Kim's short speech 
4. Presentation of medals (Children's choir putting medals around 
veteran's neck and present the citation) 
5. Senator Hoeven Letter 
6. Closing prayer 
7. Closing songs (Children's Choir; 'God Bless .~merica') 
.'Association of Xorean Nationa{ ]'ountfation 
Citation: 'Ifie metfa{ is to reyay the sacrifice make by tfie Xoran )Var Yeterans. 'Tfie meda{ is made 
with actua[ rust et[ yiece of tfie barbed-wire at tfie Xorean 1XM.Z embracing tfie syirit off aitfiju{ness 
of e-very Xorean citizen. Tfie 1Jeyartment of 1Jefense 6dn .'Anniversary of tfie Xorean )Var 
Commemoration Committee fias tfesignated tfiis meda{ as tfie officia{ meda{ of tfie 6dli .'Anniversary of 
the Xorean War .'Armistice commemoration ceremony to Ge fie{d at Xorean )Var Yeterans Memorial; 
YVasfiington vc on Ju[y 27, 2013. 
..'A.aaitiona{ Citation: }Jou fougfit in tfie Xorean )Var ... to 
. protect peace and fiumanity. }Jou were wi{fing to give 
your own {ife to guard tfie fives of tfiose wfiom you had 
never met and defend tfie freedom of a fand on wfiicfi 
you fiac( never set foot. 'To fionor and remember tfie 
nob{e syirit, a yiece of tfie 1J.1vt.Z barbed wire fence fias 
been used to craft tfiis meda{ of aypreciation. )Ve 
present you witfi tfiis mecfa{ of appreciation and · 
certificate as a symbo{ of Soutfi Xoreas respect and 
gratituae. 
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N.D. Korean War veterans honored (continued) 
Three 154th Infantry veterans of the Korean War 
attended the ceremony to receive the Deed of 
Appreciation Medal. 
.Vic Gibbins, Co E, left, wore his medal to the 154th 
2015 Reunion, which occurred just a few days after the 
presentation ceremony. Vic also picked up a medal for 
his brother, Everett. Both served with the 35th Regiment, 
25th Division in Korea. Their story is in the July 2011 
issue. (Vic passed away Feb 2016) 
Ervin J. Barta started off in Company K, Dickinson, 
and served in Japan and Korea, separating in 1953. 
Harry Renschler was drafted at the end of WWII, 
serving in occupied Europe. He mobilized with Hqs, 1st 
Bn for the Korean war. 
E?(cerpt from Forum News Service by TOM LaVENTURE 
The medal at right is a Gratitude Medal for wartime service that is made of 
melted barbed wire from the Demilitarized Zone that separates North and South Korea to this aay. 
Visitors from South Korea honored 18 North Dakota v_eterans for service on the Korean peninsula 
more than 60 
The DMZ, which is 2.5 miles wide and 160 miles long, separates the Republic of Korea in the south 
from the Democratic People's Republic of Korea in the north. The Association of Korean National 
Foundation ·received the official medals from the Republic of Korea's Department of Defense 60th 
anniversary of the Korean War Armistice commemoration ceremony in 2013. 
The medals were presented to approximately 120,000 Korean War veterans, or the families of those 
killed, in the 21 allied countries that were involved. The Gratitude Medal is made from barbed wire at 
the DMZ, and it is considered the medal of honor from South Korea. 
"The South Korean government must have gathered up the barbed wire we had strung up there and 
melted it down and made these medals," one veteran said. "I was really surprised when I was told 
come and get it." 
The emcee of the medal ceremony, Billy Jang Hwan Kim, a retired pastor from the Central Baptist 
Church in Suwon, South Korea, brought dignitaries and the Far East Broadcasting Korean Cbildren's 
Choir from Seoul to present the awards to North Dakota veterans on Oct. 3 at the North Dakota 
Heritage Center and State Museum in Bismarck. 
"It was a real nice ceremony, kind of a tear-jerker," a veteran said. 
The choir was hosted by STEER Inc. , a nonprofit organization in Bismarck. Ivan Friesen, director of 
ministry development at STEER Inc., said the choir had nine performances around North Dakota. 
"They were fun to have with us, and it was amazing that they did that for the veterans," he said, "The 
medals were gorgeous and I was not expecting something that nice." 
Another Medal: Ambassador for Peace Medal 
If you served in Korean War, you may be eligible for the Korean Ambassador 
for Peace Medal. The Ambassador for Peace Medal was initially presented to 
veterans as a special memento for those who returned to South Korea through 
the 'Revisit Program'. The honor has since expanded to veterans who cannot 
travel long journey to Korea. 
Eligibility: Served in Korean War from June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953. 
Completed·applications go to South Korean Consulate-Chicago: 455 North 
City Front Plaza Dr. NBC Tower Suite 2700 Chicago, IL 60611 Tel: (312) 822-9485. 
The link to the application form can be found on the ND Department of Veterans Affairs website at 
https://www.nd.gov/veterans/benefits/south-korea-veterans-ambassador-peace-medal 
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-- 164th Infantry Association 70th Annual "Victory" Reunion -
70th Annual "WWII Victory" Reunion 
154th Infantry WWII veterans and their family members pose for a photo after the reunion banquet. 
Standing: Dennis Ferk, Co A; Louis J. Hanson, Co E; Ralph Oehlke, f:\T ; Doug Burtell 's granddaughter, 
Doug Burtell , Reg 't Hqs lntell & Recon ; Col (ret) Richard Stevens, Co M; Jim Morrison, H2; Reginald 
Urness, ETO WWII , Hqs 2nd Bn, Korea; Orville Erickson, ATO WWII , Co B Korea; Sgt Maj (Ret) Joe 
Castagneto, Co A. Sitting : Denise Ferk (Dennis's daughter), Glenn & Diane Herner (Louis's daughter); 
John Oehlke (Ralph's son); Betty Miller (Doug Burtell), Mildred Morrison (Jim's Wife) & son Larry 
Morrison; Roselynn Urness (Reginald 's wife); Mary Lou Drain (Bill Tucker's daughter, Co M). 
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- 164th Infantry A sociation 70th nnual "Victory" Reunion -
164 Hosts "ND WWII Victory Celebration" 
North Dakota World War II Victory Celebration 
Program & Dance - 10 October 2015 
On the occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the End of World War II - 1945-2015 
Master of Ceremonies --Brig Gen Alan Dohrmann 
Deputy Adjutant General, ND National Guard 
National Anthem 
Pledge of Allegiance 
- 188th Army Band 
- Robert "Bob" Bain 
US Army WWII, Bismarck 
Opening Prayer - Chaplain (Lt. Col.) David Johnson 
State Chaplain, ND National Guard 
154th Infantry 7Qth Reunion - Col (ret) Vern Fetch 
President, 154th Infantry Association 
11Salute to the Sultan" -188th Army Band 
154th Infantry Regimental March 
Brief Timeline of WWII - Wayne Paulson 
Department Commander, ND Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Comments -Ron Rauschenberger 
Chief of Staff, Governor Jack Dalrymple 
11Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy" - The Beseler Sisters 
Mandan, ND 
Comments - Honoraole Heidi Heitkamp 
United States Senator from North Dakota 
The 164'h Infantry News, August 2017 
"God Bless America" - Stanley Wright 
US Army WWII, Stanley, ND 
Accompanied by daughter, Cheri Wright Lovas 
Comments Congressman Kevin Cramer 
United States Representative from North Dakota 
Letter from Senator John Hoeven 
Glenn Miller's 11 ln the Mood" 
Demonstration Dancers: 
- Read by MC 
- 188th Jazz Band 
Harold Edwards, US Navy WWII 
& wife Marjorie, Garrison, ND 
Delvin Owen, US Navy WWII, Park River, ND 
& daughter Karen Tescher, Bismarck, ND 
Recognition of WWII Veterans in Attendance 
- Douglas Friez, Victory Roll Call 
Service Songs - 188th Army Band 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard 
70th Anniversary Commemorative Photo 
Closing Comments -Lt. Col. (ret) Shirley J. Olgeirson 
ND WWI I Victory Celebration 
11Stars & Stripes Forever" - 188th Army Band 
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- 164th Infantry Association 70th Annual "Victory" Reunion -
2015 "Victory" Reunion - Korean War Era 
154th Infantry veterans of the Korean War era and their family members: Back: Bennet J. Kemp, Co K; 
Herb Schultz, (brother of Clarence, Co E); George T. Freund, Hqs & Hqs Co 2nd Bn; Orlyn "Owl" Stensgard, 
Co B; Ralph Lenzmeier, Co B; Victor Gibbins, Co E; Vic's grandson; Bruce Hagen; Orville Erickson, Co B; 
Roselynn & Reginald Urness, Hqs & Hqs Co 2nd Bn; Vern Fetch, Svc Co. Front Tim Lenzmeier, son of 
Ralph, & spouse; Gladys (George) Freund; 3 Lenzmeiers, Jeff kneeling; Neyl McClure, Co K; Joe Gross, 
Neyl's son in law; Margaret (Vern) Fetch. 
t7Vilwia 
INFANTRY DIVISION 
Above: The Lenzmeier family. Quartet "Opus 4" from 1881h Band. 
Neyl McClure, Co K, takes a look at his unit photo in the Viking Division 
"Blue Book" from Ft Rucker, as does Herb Schultz (right), who served in 
Battery B, 1881h FA (his brother was in Co E WWII). 
#fl 
Adjutant General 
Dave Sprynczynatyk 
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-- 164th Infantry Association 70th Annual "Victory" Reunion --
2015 "Victory" Reunion ""' Associates 
Memorial Service 
Jim Beaton (Regt Hqs) & son Don missed the 
Official photo. Roberta Kerren, niece of 
Robert Kerr Hall. Rick Martin, son of Vern 
(CoG) jokes with Sgt Maj Joe (Co A). 
The Conlon sisters (daughters of Ray, Co B) 
throttle a mannequin. Kitty & Gertrude 
Busch, (family of Michael, Co E); Robert & 
Cathy Amstrup (son of Robert W) 
Left, The Ed Kramer 
family (Co G) showed 
up in force. .. 
Steve Baglien, grand-
son of Reg't XO LTC 
Samuel Baglien, holds 
a newspaper that 
features a story about 
his grandfather, whose 
diary at Guadalcanal is 
an important reference. 
Welcome Vern Fetch, President 
154th Infantry Association 
Banquet 
Isa Lei (Fijian Work Song) "Opus IV" 
Chaplain 
Invocation Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Dave Johnson 
ND National Guard State Chaplain 
Battle Hymn of the Republic "Opus IV" 
188th Army Band's Vocal Group 
Table Set for One: POW/MIA 
Navy Hymn 
President Vern Fetch 
"Opus IV" 
Last Roll Call Reading Names of Deceased 
Veterans of the 154th Infantry Regiment 
Extinguish Candles & Ring Bell 
WWI I & Korean War Veterans 
Taps Bugler, 188th Army Band 
Meal Blessing 
Introduction of Reunion Committee 
Vern Fetch, President 
Frank Eide, Vice President 
Bennet J . Kemp, Secretaryfrreasurer 
Shirley J Olgeirson, Editor, 164 News 
$164 Drawings 
God Bless America 
Closing Remarks 
Unit Pictures 
Secretaryfrreasurer 
"Opus IV" 
President 
Editor 
Listening Music "Windchill Factor" 
188th Army Band Woodwind Quintet 
70th Anniversary of the End of WINT/: Remembering All WWII Losses to Battle and Time 
Regimental Hqs, Service Company, Anti-Tank Company, Band, Medical Detachment, Cannon Company 
Headquarters 1st Battalion, Company A , Company B, Company C, Company D 
Headquarters 2 nd. Battalion, Company E, Company F, Company G, Compar,y H 
Headquarters 3rd Battalion, Company I, Company K, Company L, Company M 
70th Annual Reunion of the 164th Infantry Regiment 1945-2015 
70th Anniversary of the end of WWII Victory Reunion• 
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Edgar T. Agnew {WWII), Co K/G, 5 Dec 70 
John H. "Jack" Agnew (WWII), Co K, 11Feb99 
Kenneth A. Ambers (WWII), Co B, 24 Mar 14 
8 Edward F. Bartz (WWII), Co M, 1 Nov 14 
Fred Bienek (WWII), AntiTank, 5 Nov 91 
Edward A. Blawas (WWII), Co M, 16 Jan 07 
Neil Boyum, (WWII), Co H, date unknown 
8 Eugene]. Brinkman (WWIU, Co A, 27 Dec 14 
Leonard A. Dalbec (WWII), Med, 25 Sep 14 
Walter S Danuser, Sr (WWII), Co H, 30Jun 69 
Walter S Danuser,Jr {WWII), Co H, 18 Dec 49 
Ermys H. Evans {WWII), Medic, 2 Oct 02 
Clebum Evans {WWII), Co K, 4 Mar 72 
8 Donald L. Docktor (WWII), Co H, 31 Dec 14 
8 Dr. Fred F. Drew (WWII), HI, 6Jul 13 
8 Rudolph Edwardson, (WWII), Co F, 19Sepl4 
James]. Fallon {WWII), 7 Dec 50 
8 Richard]. Gesellchen (WWII), Co G, 9Decl3 
Orlando]. Giallonardo (WWII), 1 Jun 02 
Corey G. Goff (WWII), Co ? , 28 Jun 15 
James Habib (WWII), Co C, 27 May 97 
Henry Hebert,Jr (WWII), _Co E, 11 Jan 13 
8 Edward L. Henschel (WWII), Co ?, 1 Feb 15 
8 Andrew C. Hiebert (WWII), Co C, 27 Mar 15 
David Hockensmith, (WWII), Cannon, 29 Apr15 
James P. Hodde, (WWII}, Co ?, 17 Jun 15 
8 Harold W. Krause (WWII), Co A, IO Jan 15 · 
8 Paul Longaberger (WWII), H2, 15 Nov 14 
Clarence M. Lockrem (WWil),AntiT,llMaylO 
Lloyd M. Lockrem (WWII),AntiT, 14Feb08 
Kevin A. McCarthy (WWII), Co H, 25 Jun 98, 
Marvin Moen (WWII), AntiT, 2 Sep 96 
Benjamin H. O'NealJr (WWII), CoE 18Aug68 
8Joseph Otmar (WWII), Co L, 13 Apr 15 
Alfred Piscitello, (WWII}, atch f/121 Med, 28 Jan 15 
William J. Schmidt (WWII), Co K, 11 Oct 11 
8 Wallace J Starkenberg (WWII}, RHq, 30Apr 11 
8 Leon Timboe (WWII), Svc Co, 9 Feb 15 
Peter Vogel (WWII), Co K, 28 Nov 70 
8 Bernard A. Wagner (WWII), Co G, 10 Jan 15 
Calvin 0. Wainwright (WWII), Co D, 30Apr14 
Herbert H. Witte (WWID, Co G 13 Oct 85 
Honoring the Memory of all 1641h 
To honor the memory of all soldiers of the 154th Infantry who have been lost to war--and time--a 
special candle for each unit was extinguished. Above: Representtng Regimental Headquarters, 
Doug Burtell snuffs the flames for the Hqs, Anti-Tank, Band, Service, and Medical Companies. Vic 
Gibbins rings the memorial bell as Joe Castagneto and Ben Kemp look on. Above right: Sgt Major 
Joe takes care of 1st Bn Hqs and Companies A, B, C, and D. 
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20'1S H~ ~~ ~ R_-oll, ~ 
~w~~ 
Archibald J. Bosso (K), Co A, 30 May 2005 
8Wm T. Bresnahan (K), Co G, 5Jun 99 
8 Erling A. Dahl (K), Co G, 16Jul 15 
8 Harold C. Halvorson (K), Co G, 24Jul 15 
8 Daniel R. Heisler (K), Tank Co, 30 Aug 15 
8 Ernest J. Janisch (K), Co G, 6 Apr 15 
8Walter F. Kerbaugh (K), Co G, 16 Feb 15 
8 Mylo R. Kvislen (K), Co G, 4 Mar 15 
8 Robert E. McMillan (K), Co G, 14 Nov 12 
Duane E. Nelson (K), Co L, 2 Apr 2015 
Edwin Nitschke (K), H3, 23 May 2015 
Nick P. Pastorek (K), Co E, 19 Jun 15 
8 Robert "Gerald" Petersen A, 21 Feb 15 
Leo L. Schroeder A Co K, 21 June 15 
John W. Steffan (K), Co K, 22 Mar 15 
8 Ralph M. Wood (K), Co M, 11 Feb 1 
Left: Jim Morrison , H2 (WWII), extinguishes a candle as each WWII name on the Last Roll Call is read. 
Right: Orlyn "Owl" Stensgard, Co B (K), represents the Korean War veterans as each name is remembered. 
Soldiers Who Served in WW II 
Above left: Louis J. Hanson, Co E, extinguishes Candles for Companies E, F, G, H & 2nd Battalion 
Headquarters. Center: the row of candles for 3rd Bn Hqs (red) & Companies I, K, L, M awaits 
attention of Richard Stevens, right, who raises his hand in recognition of his service in Company 
M just before extinguishing the candle in memory of his old unit. Stevens, who was levied to the 
154th from his Kansas Regiment (137th) just before the 154th sailed to New Caledonia, was touched 
that he appears to be the "last man standing" from Company M. 
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2016 REUNION : KOREAN WAR ERA 
Standing: Ben Kemp, Co K 1"; Leroy Hamre, Co M; Bruce Hagen, Co A"; Maj Gen Alan Dohrmann, Adjutant 
General, ND Nat'l Guard A; Peter Dillenberg, Hqs, 1 t Bn; Gerald Skogley, Sep Det, Hqs Co; Vern Fetch, 
Svc Co/\. Front: Don Evenson, Co M; Neyl McClure. Co K; Herb Schultz. Co E" 
Above: Marilyn & Gerald Skogley; Dorothy 
Berg & Peter Dillenburg; Joe Gross & father-
in-law Neyl McClure. 
Left: Bruce Hagen; Don Evenson; Leroy 
Hamre, Herb Schultz 
Below: Vern & Margaret Fetch; Lorraine & 
Ben Kemp. 
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71st 
Annual 
Reunion Gathering 
164th Infantry 
Association 
of the United States of America 
Social Gathering & Banquet 
Bismarck, North Dakota 
13 October 2016 
7 4th Anniversary of the 
Landing at Guadalcanal 
2016 REUNION: 
WORLD 
WARII 
Maj or General Alan 
Dohrmann is flanked by 
Louis J. Hanson, Co E (left) 
and Joe Castagneto, Co A. 
4:00 pm Social - Elb Oub, Bismarck 
5: 15 Seating md Meal Selection 
5:80 Pledge of Allegiance 
GreetiJig & Introductions 
President Vern Fetch 
The Adjutant General. ND National Guard 
Majer General Alan s. Dobmwm 
~ WWII Veterans 
Louis J. Hanson &Joseph A Castagoeto 
Rec:ogui7.e Korean War Veterans 
Historical Narrati.vc:t64• Infamry Regiment 
F.ditoc Shirley J. O]geirson 
Mcmmial Prayer (Last Rall Call a1 right) 
Chaplain (COU DawiJohnson 
Meal Blessing - OiapJainJohmon 
Meal is scrvcd 
~ Loose.time Reunion Emibitars 
Greg lieinz and COL (rct) Al Schuldt 
President Vern Fetch 
Business - Future Reunion Gatbeciogs 
President Vern Fetch 
$164 Raffle Drawing., 
Secrewy/lreasurer Ben Kemp 
Above: Cathy & Robert 
Amstrup, son of Robert ; Jim 
Drong ( son in law of Bernie 
Wagner, Co G); David Hapip 
(son of Walter Hapip, Co E); 
Tara Heth (granddaughter, W 
Robertson, Co I); Rick Martin 
(son, Vern, Co G); Warren 
Vetsch ( son, Erwin, Co A). 
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2016 REUNION : HAPPENINGS 
Above: Tara Heth brought a bracelet her grandfather, Wallace Robertson, Co I, brought home from the war. 
Etched on the aluminum form is the unit crest, "Guadalcanal" and "10-13-42". Above Right, Sgt Maj (ret) 
Joe Castagneto, who joined Co A at Fiji in 1943, checks out the 164th Candle for the Memorial Service. 
CW4 (ret) Margaret Fetch greets old Guard friend Neyl McClure as the guys line up for the official photo. 
Exhibitor COL (ret) Al Schuldt and Warren Yentsch (son of Erwin, Co A) both have sword collections and 
always have lots to talk about. Below: Exhibitors Greg Heinz and Al Schuldt received appreciation plaques 
from President Vern Fetch (r) and Sec/Treas Ben Kemp (1), with gracious assistance from MG Al 
Dohrmann, Adjutant General of the North Dakota National Guard. 
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The Final 
REUNION 
75th 
Anniversary 
Open House 
I4 Oet J.7 
(You should be 
there!) 
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tl!)emoriAl ~ervice ,.._ 1016 ~eunion 
~ ~oll~ -W~W~ff ~ 
8 Leslie R. Aldrich (WWII), Co I, 27 Jun 16 
8 R.J."Jim" Beaton (WWII), RHqs, 12Jun16 
8 Normand 0. Belisle (WWII), Co E, 24Apr16 
8 Ernest Cashion (WWII), Band, 28 Nov 15 
8John Emrah (WWII), Co G, 19 Dec 09 
8James M Fenelon (WWII), RHqs, 22 Nov 15 
8 Richard}. Gesellchen (WWin, Co G, 9Decl3 
CoreyG. Goff(WWII), Co?, 28Jun 15 
James P. Hodde, (WWII), Co?, 17 Jun 15 
Howard]. Hovey (WWln, Med, 30Jul 16 
8John C. Humig (WWII), Co G, 19 Nov 15 
8Jack W. Hinton (WWII), Co?, 18 May 16 
8John R.Juvinall (WWII), RHqs, 5 Mar 16 
P.Jason Lind, (WWID, Co?, 12 Dec 15 
8 Marvin M. Mauch (WWII), Co C, 18Augl6 
Rex A. Nelson (WWII), Co A, lOJun 16 
8 Stanley Oshaben (WWII), Co B, 4 Sep 10 
8 Claude T. Parish (WWII), Co H, 28 May 14 
Roy Pedersen (pre-WWII), RHqs, 6 Sep 15 
Ignazio Pisciotta (WWID, Co ? , 24 May 16 
8 Dennis Prindiville (WWII), Co I, 28 Apr 15 
Omer C. Rudrud (WWII), Co L, 13Jul 16 
Leo L. Schroeder (pre-wwm, Co K, 21 Jun 15 
8 Frank W. Tornzik (WWII), Co L, 15 Sep 15 
8 Andrew C. Trageser (WWID, Co E, 19Feb16 
Irwin G. Waterman (WWII), Co ?, 19 Jun 16 
~w~~ 
8 Wm T. Bresnahan (K), Co C, 5Jun 99 
8 Erling A. Dahl (K), Co G, 16Jul 15 
8 Frank R. Eide (K), Hq Co 24 Mar 16 
8 Victor Gibbins (K), Co E, 26 Feb 16 
8 Arnold L Gilbertson (K), Co E, 26 Feb 16 
8 Harold C. Halvorson (K), Co G, 24Jul 15 
8 Daniel R Heisler (K), Tank Co, 30 Aug 15 
8 Walter F. Kerbaugh (K), Co G, 16 Feb 15 
8 Mylo R. Kvislen (K), Co G, 4 Mar 15 
8 Dennis W. Larson (K), Co B, 7 Feb 16 
8 Duane R. Liffrig (K), Co X, 3 Dec 15 
8 Robert E. McMillan (K), Co G, 14 Nov 12 
8John P. Meyer (K), Co E, 26Jan 16 
Paul A. Orcione (K), Co B, 19 Jan 16 
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Right: 
Louis J. Hanson, 
CoE, WWII, 
lights a single 
candle to begin 
the Memorial 
Service. 
Rig ht: Sgt Maj 
(ret) Joseph A. 
Castagneto, 
Co A, WWII, 
extinquishes the 
candle at the 
close of the 
service. 
Left: Chaplain 
(Colonel) Dave 
Johnson reads a 
Memorial Prayer. 
154th President 
Vern Fetch then 
read each name on 
The Last Roll Call. 
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Bernard Abrams (WWII), Co?, 11 Feb 14 
Robert W. Amstrup (WWil), Co ?, 12 Nov-85 
8 Frank Borecca (WWII), Co M, 7 Aug 11 
8 Lillard K. Brown (WWII), Co F, 11 Jul 16 
8 Stan Castro (WWII), Co F, 14 Apr 15 
8 Steven A. Chemistruk (WWII), Anti-T, 8Jul 17 
8 Edward F. Collins (WWII), Co E, 25 Jun 17 
8John Emrah (WWII), Co G, 19 Dec 09 
8 Thomas R. Evans (WWII), Co ?, 1 Feb 17 
8 Robert Ford (WWII), Co A&H, 17 Aprl 7 
8 C. Sherman Gibson (WWII), Co F, 20 Nov 16 
8 Warren C. Griffin (WWII), Co G, 8Jul 17 
8 Elwood Grove (WWII), Co E, 1 Dec 16 
8 Haivey L. Hansen, (WWII), Co B, 6 Dec 16 
8 Walter Hickey (WWII), Co A, 10 Sep 16 
Bernard Abrams, 90, of VT, died 11 Feb 14 in AZ. 
Obit says he served . in the 164th during WWII, 
earning Bronze Star & Purple Heart. Survived by wife, 
Annette; son Charles; 4 grand- & 1 great grand child. 
Frank Anthony Borreca, 92, 
died at home 7 Aug 11. Sur-
vived by wife, Gloria; children 
Richard, Christopher, & Mary; 
5 grandchildren. Wounded on 
Guadalcanal, returned later. 
Story Oct 2008 News. 
Lillard K. Brown, 91, died 11 
July 16. Preceded by Edith, 
wife of 60 years. Survived by 
children Larry, Michael, Connie, 
Sharon, & Pamela; 10 grand-, 
16 great-, & 2 great great 
grandchildren. Story Jul 2010. 
Stan "Tani" Castro died 14 
Apr 15 in Calif. Survived by 
wife Velia; Gilda, Sylvia, Linda, 
Christina, Daniel, & Sandra; 17 
grand-; & many great-grand 
children. Story Jul 2010 News. 
Stephen A. Chemistruk, 94, died 8 Jul 
. 17 in Albuquerque. Preceded by wife Lois. 
Survived by Ronald, David, Beth, & Gary; 
8 grand- & 3 great grand children. 
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Edward Francis Collins, 92, 
died 25Jun17 in Calif. Survived 
by wife Eleanor; Jane & Susan; 
4 grand- & 1 great grand. Story 
Dec 07 News. 
8Jack W. Hinton (WWII), Co ?, 18 May 16 
8John C. Humig (WWII), Co G, 13 Nov 15· 
8 Hugh W. Jones (WWII), Co H, 9 Dec 16 
8Albert C. Kleinhuizen (WWIU, HI, 2Jan 17 
Robert E. McPheron (WWII), 200Bn, 19Nov07 
8Vem Olson (WWII), Co G, 16 Mar 16 
8 Claude T. Parish (WWII), Co H, 28 May 14 
8 Charles G. Ross (WWII), Co E, 5Jul 17 
8 Julius I. Senger (WWII), AntiT, 28 Apr 16 
8 Howard O. Sheldon (WWII), Co L, 27Mar 17 
8 Frederick P. Siems (WWIU, Co L, 15 Jun 15 
8 Frank S. Votava (WWII), Co C, 5 Jul 17 
8JackJ. Weston (WWII), Co G, 10 Dec 16 
8 Theodore B. Winters (WWII), Co H, 28Mayl6 
John "Bud" Emrah, 85, died 18 Dec 09, in Ft 
Wayne, IN. · Survived by his wife of 63 years, Gillea; 
Joseph & Christy; 7 grand - & 12 great grandchildren. 
Thomas Rudolph Evans, 95, 
passed 1 Feb 17 at Bill Nichols 
State Veterans Home in 
Alabama. Survived by daughter 
Chery; 2 grand- &, 4 great-
children. 
Robert L. Ford, 92, died 17 April 17 in California. 
Joined the Army immediately after H.S. in 1942, 
joined 164 at Bougainville. Survived by Mary, wife of 
70 years; sons Michael, Robert, & James; 3 grand- & 
1 great grand child. 
Chester Sherman Gibson, 96, 
passed away 20 Nov 16 in 
Albuquerque. Preceded by 
wife, Marjorie; survived by 
daughters Bonnie & Sharon; 5 
grand-, 14 great grand-, 15 
great-great grandchildren; and 
special sister, Ruth Godsil. Story Mar 2014 News. 
CSM {ret) Warren C. "Tony" 
Griffin, 94, died in Valley City 
8Jul17. WWII; mobilized for 
Korea remained on active duty 
Korea, Germany, Vietnam. 
Ranger. Retired Command Sgt 
Major 1973. 2 CIB, 2 Bronze 
Stars. Preceded by wife Elaine. Survived by Cheryl, 
Michael, ·& Tracy; 3 grand- & 3 great-grand children. 
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Elwood Grove, 98, died 1Dec16 in MN. 
Graduated 1937, joined Co E. Wounded 
twice in battle, awarded 2 Purple Hearts. 
Preceded by wife Gladys. Survived by 
stepchildren, Audrey, Gerald, Janetta 14 
grand-; many great grand children. 
Harvey L. Hansen, 92, passed 6 Dec 16 
at home in Fryeburg, ME. Staff Sgt 
Solomon & Southern Philippine Islands. 
Preceded by wife, Lillian, & daughter 
Donna. Survived by Nancy & Brenda; 4 
grand- and 3 great grand children. 
Walter Hickey was born on 7 
May 24 and passed away 10 
Sept 16. He was married to 
Dorothy. Story Oct 2011 News. 
Jack W. Hinton, Sr, 92, Butler, PA, 
lillllllal passed away 18 May16. Survived by wife 
of 66 years, Florence; children Deborah, 
Jack W. Jr, & Raymond; 7 grand-, 4 great-
grand, & 2 great-great-grandchildren. 
John C. Humig died in Alamogordo, NM, 
13 Nov 15: Fought in South Pacific with 
164. Also served during Korean War. 
Preceded by wife, Jean; Survived by son 
Stevens, Anthony, Mary; 6 grand- & 7 
great-grandchildren. _l.._....._... 
Hugh Walter Jones, 92, died 9 Dec 16 at 
home in GA. Served 1943-45 in S-2, 3rd 
Bn. Preceded by first wife Colleen & wife 
Alice Ann (21Nov16). Survived by Phillip, 
C. Patrick, Susan; step-son Robert; 8 
grand- & 7 great-grandchildren. Story 
March 2006 News. 
Albert C. Kleinhuizen Sr, 95, 
died 2 Jan 17, Battle Creek, MI. 
Yes, he worked for Kellogg's. 
Joined 164 at Guadalcanal, .--.. ... ~ 
worked up to Sgt Major 1st Bn. 
Preceded by wife Celia; surviv-
ed by Diane, Ann, Kay, & Albert 
Jr; 11 Grand- & 6 great grands. Story Oct 2010 News. 
Robert E. McPheron, 86, died 19 Nov 07, in Ohio. 
Served in 2nd Battalion. Survived by wife Frances; 
sons Michael & Robert; 11 grand-; 12 great-grands. 
Vernon L. Olson, 95, died 16 
Mar 16 in Portland, OR. 
Survived by Jeanette, wife of 68 
years; children Scott, Roger, 
Barbara, & Mark; 4 grand 
children. Photo story Oct 2005 
News. 
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Claude Thomas Parish, 94, died 28 May 
14 in Bristow, OK. Served from 1944 to 
1946. Survived by wife of 75 years, 
Elnora; children Willard (Silver Star, 
Vietnam), Claudia, Tom, Larry; 10 grand- ~~~, 
& 10 great-grandchildren. 
Lt. Col.(ret) Charles "Charlie" 
Ross, 94, died 5 Jul 17. Earned 
3 Combat Infantry Badges, 
Army Ranger.Preceded by wife. 
Survived by daughter Katheryn. 
Story page 14-15 this issue. 
Julius W. "Jules" Senger, 91, Devils 
Lake, ND, passed away 28 Apr 16. 
Drafted and assigned to the Anti-Tank Co 
in the Philippines in July '45, then on to 
Occupied Japan. 
Howard Omar Sheldon, 97, died 27 Mar 
:.!.,-!~~ 17 in Wichita. Preceded by wife of 65 
years, Eleanor; survived by Teresa, 
Bruce, & Perry; 5 grand- & 6 great 
grandchildren. 
Frederick "Fred" P. Siems passed away 
at home in Arizona 15 Jun 15 from illness 
following hip surgery. Served in Philip-
pines & Japan, retired SFC. Survived by 
wife Joyce J. Siems; daughters Peggy 
Sue & Angie; 4 grand- & 2 great grand 
children. Preceded by first wife Judy. 
Frank S. Votava, 98, died 5 Jul 
17 in Grafton, home of Co C. 
Preceded by wife Martha, sister 
of Camille & Albert Sevigny, Co 
C. Survived by Allan, Rosanne, 
Diane, Mark; 9 grand- .& 24 
great grand kids. Invented a 
mortar night sight in the jungle. Story July 14 News. 
Jack J. Weston, 90, passed peacefully 10 Dec 2016 
in Santa Barbara. Served in Philippines & Japan. 
Preceded by wife Florence & son John. Survived by 
Richard, Margaret Ann, Diane, & Janice: 14 grand- & 
22 great-grandchildren. 
Theodore B. "Ted" Winters, 
93, died 28 May 2016 in Illinois. 
Served on Luzon, assigned to 
154th on Cebu, then Japan. Re-
tired LTC. Preceded by wife 
Marian. Survived by daughter 
Gayle. Story March 15 News. 
Robert W Amstrup, died 12 Nov 85, 11' 
age 67. Wife Esther died 2016. Son 
Robert is an associate member. 
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8 Harland Berntson, (K) Co G, 10 Mar 17 
8 Stanley L. Christians (K), Co?, 2 Sep 10 
8 Stanley Cowen (K), Co G, 3 Apr 16 
8 George T. Freund (K), H2, 16 Oct 16 
8 Timothy Kurtz (K), Svc Co, 8 May 17 
8 Duane R. Liffrig (K), Med Co, 3 Dec 15 
Louis P. Marinos (K), Mortar Co, 4Jan 09 
8 Neyl McClure (K), Co K, 25 Mar 17 
William McCollough (K), Co I, 8 Dec 05 
Donald L. Olson (K), Svc Co, 5 Nov 16 
Frank C. Romano (K), Co C, 19 Macy 17 
Stanley D. Stehlik (K), H3, 28Jan 17 
Stanton C. Tompkins (K), 3n1 Bn, 7 Jul 16 
8 Owen C. Wallace (K), Co G, 31 May 17 
8 Harold P. Zoller (K), Hl, 29 Sep 15 
Lawrence C. Bod', Co E, lOJun 17 
Dwight]. HolterA, Co G, 11 May 16 
8 DonaldJensenA, SvcCo, 3 Dec 15 
8 Monte SwansonA, Co K 18Jun 17 
Harland Berntson, 92, rural Sanborn, ND 
died 10 Mar 17. Enlisted in NG Guard 
1950, serving as a rifleman at Camp 
Rucker. Survived by wife Arlene; children 
Marie, Brian, Carol, Rhonda, & Steve; 6 
grand- & 2 great-grandchildren, 
Stanley L. Christians, 81, died 2 Sep 10 
. in Minn. Enlisted Feb 1951, serving 3 
years, rank SFC. Survived by wife Anna; 
daughters, Cynthia, Sherilyn, Lorraine, & 
· .. Janine; 10 Grand- 3 great-grand children. 
Stanley Cowen, 86, died 3 Apr 16 in 
Valley City. Served at Cp Rucker & Ft -.....~~"' 
Benning. Survived by his wife of 66 years, 
Ella Mae; children Peggy & Chuck; 3 
grand- & 6 great-grandchildren. 
George T. Freund, 86, died 16 Oct 16 at 
home, Cando, ND. Joined Guard 1947, Cp 
Rucker '51, Korea '51-52, retired Captain 
'71. Survived by wife of 62 years, Gladys; 
Dennis, Janis, David, Robert, Raymond, 
Joann, Beverly, Brent, Barbara, Gary, Gail, 
Wayne, Betty; 20 grand -& 12 great gr'ands. 
Timothy Kurtz Sr., 86, died 8 May 17 in 
Devils Lake. Service Co, Cp Rucker. 
Preceded by brother Balzer, Svc Co. 
Survived by wife Marie; children Gary, 
Dan, Tim Jr., Linda, & Colleen; 8 grand- & 
11 great grandchildren. 
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Duane Richard Liffrig, 86, died 3 Dec 
15, at his Bismarck home. Survived by 
wife, Doris; children Sheila, Jacqueline, 
John, Deb, Mike, Mary Jean, David, & 
Julie; 31 grand- & 28 great-grandchildren. 
Louis P. Marinos, 79, died 4 Jan 09 in WY. After 
Infantry Leadership School, assigned as Platoon 
Leader Heavy Mortar Co. Korea with 4th Regimental 
Combat Team. Survived then by wife Norine. 
Neyl "Mac" McClure, 84, Bismarck, died 
25 Mar 17. Mobilized with Co K, retired 
as Master Sgt. His father Clarence served 
with Co A, WWII. Preceded by son Bruce. 
Survived by daughters Meredith & Aletha; 
9 grand- & 7 great-grandchildren. 
William "Bill" McCullough, 82, died 8 
Dec 05, WWII B-17 pilot, 19 missions ETO 
Air Medal. Warrant Officer Co I, 1948-55, 
Okinawa during Korean War. Preceded by 
wife Kathaleen. Survived by children 
Betty, Mary, Jerry; 9 grandkids. 
Donald LeRoy Olson, 89, died 
5 Nov 16, Rugby, ND. Korea; 
Purple Heart. Separated 1954 
Tech Sgt. Survived by wife, 
Marjorie; Luann, Connie, Judy, 
Cheryl, James, & Ron; 14 
grand-& 27great grands. 
Frank Charles Romano, 87, 19 Mar 2017 
at home in CT. Obit says he served with 
164th Infantry Reg't, 1st Bn, Co C from 
1951-1953 (most likely at Cp Rucker) then 
in Occupied Germany. Survived by wife of 
61 years, Marie; 5 children, 8 grands . 
Stanley D. Stehlik, 86, died 28 Jan 17 in 
Minn. Activated with Edgeley unit, served 
with Korean Military Advisory Group, dis-
charged as Master Sgt in 1952. Survived 
by wife of 65 years, Virginia; Jeff, Joel, 
Lynelle, & Kim; 6 grandchildren. 
Stanton C. "Sonny" Tompkins, 
87, died 7 Jul 16 in NY. Drafted, 
served 1951-53 in 3rd Bn, 154th 
Inf. Preceded by wife Regina. 
Survived by Stanton, Wayne, & 
Cheri; 11 grand-&10 great grands. 
Owen C. Wallace, 89, died 31 May 17 in 
ND. Served over 20 years in the Guard; 
including Co G during the Korean War 
mobilization. Preceded by wife, Gladys. 
Survived by Mary, Lee Ann, Sharon, & 
Lori; 9 grand-& 11 great grandchildren. 
Harold P. Zoller, 85, died 29 Sep 15. He 
was a corporal in Hqs, 1st Bn, Linton, 
when mobilized for Korean War. Burial in 
ND Veterans Cemetery. 
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Lawrence C. Boe, 85, passed away 10 
Jun 17 in Williston. Obit says he was a 
member of the 154th lnfantry--probably 
after the Korean mobilization. Survived 
by wife Gladys; children LeAnn, Linda, 
Greg; 7 grandchildren. 
Dwight Jerome Holter, 78, died 11 
May16 in Colo. Served in ND National 
Guard and was in the 164th Infantry 
Assoc.. Survived by daughters: Joni, 
Wendi, & Daphne; 8 grandchildren & 1 
great-granddaughter. 
COL (ret) Donald E. Jensen, 84, died 19 
Apr 2016, at home in Bismarck. Svc Co, 
1953; 38 years service. Survived by wife, 
Irene; children Dale, Jolene, Janet, 
&Janel; 8 grand- & 6 great-grandchildren. 
Monte Swanson, 80, Carson, ND, died 
18 Jun 17 in a Bismarck · hospital. He ~'"'·-~ 
joined 154th after the Korean War mobi-
lization. Burial ND Veterans Cemetery. 
Darlene A. Eberle, 82, died 22 Jan 15 in Yuma. 
Married Harold J. Eberle (Tank Co) in 1953 after he 
returned from Cp Rucker. Survived by Harold; 
daughters, Darla & Melanie. 
Lorraine M. Radune, 88, died16 Jun15 
in OH. Preceded by Robert (WWII, Co A); 
Survived by Frank, Robin; 7 grand- & 10 
great grandchildren. 
Mildred L. "Millie" Pfarr, 92, died 24 May 14. 
Preceded by husband, Lenard; Co H, & son Bradford. 
Survived by children, Mickey, Lynn, Steve, Lisa, 
Marilee; 14 grand- & 13 great-grandchildren. 
Alice Doolin has been on our 
member roster until recently, but 
who's been reading her mail all 
these years? She passed in 1997. 
I If 
Lois Hall, 91, passed away 3 
Jan 2017 in Coeur d'Alene, ID. 
Married WWII medic Bill Hall in 
Bottineau 6 Jan 1945; he died 
1996. Surv~ved by son Warren, 
1 grand-, 4 greatgrandchildren. 
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Dolores E. Barta, 84, Bismarck, passed 
May 30, 2017. Preceded by Baby Eve. 
Survived by loving husband of 64 years, 
...,. •. ~ Ervin (Co K, Korea); children, Michele, 
Mitchell, Dean, & Jeffrey; 8 Grand- & 3 
great grand children. 
Mary Catherine Wagner, 97, 
passed on 5 Oct 2016 to be 
reunited with Bernie (Co G) 
,·ur~ .. , . . "''
1
• who died 10 Jan 2015. Pre-
ceded by daughter Patricia. 
Survived by son Chuck, son in 
law Jim Drong, 3 grand- & 6 
great grandchildren. 
Wagner Fun Fact: Mary was very proud of Bernie's 
service in the military and recognized his service by 
her involvement in Americanism projects with 
veterans organizations. Mary always had an 
American flag in the trunk of her car and if she 
passed by a flagpole with a tattered flag she would 
make Bernie stop and Mary would present a new 
flag to replace the old one. 
Donna Frost Kjonaas died 8 Mar 2017. Married 
Robert A. Kjonaas (Co D, WWII, K) in 1948. He died 
1997. An avid Senior Athlete, she represented ND 
as 1996 Olympic Torch Bearer. 
Irene Frances Landowski Arneson, 95, 
passed Christmas Eve morning, 2016, at 
home in Henderson, NV. Preceded by 
husband of 62 years, Ray (H 1) & brother 
John Landowski (Anti-Tank). Survived by 
sister, Mary Lou*; daughter,. Helen*; 2 
grand- & five great-grands. 
Gloria Jacobs died 11Jan17 in Calif-
ornia Married Zane E. Jacobs (WWII Co 
E, then joined the Navy) in 1951. Survived 
by Zane & son John. 
Bonnie Hamer passed 6 Mar 2015. 
Survived by husband of 68 years George 
(Dick) Hamer (Co H), children Steve & 
Linda; 3 grand- & 6 great-grandchildren. 
Gladys Grove, age 102, passed away 7 
Apr 16 in Minn. Wife of Elwood Grove, 
Co E (see LRC listing) 
Mattie Lucille Cagle, 91, Decatur, 
AL, died 18 Feb 16. Preceded by 
husband E.J. Cagle, Co E. Story 
Oct 2009 News 
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Dolores E. Hoff, died 14 Nov 16 in 
Moorhead, MN. Widow of Donald W. 
Hoff (Regt Hqs ). Survived by Steven, 
'J~,~-. Nancy, Michael, Cindy; 4 grand & 4 
great grandchildren. 
Alice E. Rott, 77, Fargo, died June 18, 2002. 
Preceded by Glenn, Co B. Survived then by 
John; K~ty, Susie, Julieanne, & Amy; 7 
grandchildren. 
Lorraine Hoffman, 92, Jamestown, 
ND died 10 Dec 16. Preceded by 
Donald Hoffman, Co H. Survived by 
Mary Lou, Norma, Steve. Patricia, 
Alan, Rosemarie 
Ruby Burdette, 80, Cosby, TN passed away 10 
Sep 14 at her home. Preceded by husband, 
Byron Burdette, Co A. 
Dorothy L. Sandhop, 89, passed 
away 26 Feb 14. Preceded by Ken, 
Co B. Survived by Ronald, Carl, Philip, 
Devin, Loren; 7 grand- & 7 great 
grands. · 
Esther Mae Amstrup, 95, passed away 29 Mar 16. 
Preceded by husband Robert W. Amstrup. Survived 
by Rebecca Robert*, Jeffrey; 8 grand-&; 7 greats. 
Sara J. Rudrud, 82, died 14 Nov 16 in Virginia. 
Widow of Omer Rudrud, Co L. 
Carmel Flahavin, Melbourne, 
Australia, died 12 July 2017, just 
one day after her 104th birthday. 
She had been the New's oldest 
reader.Her son, Peter, Guadalcanal 
historian, is on the front cover of the 
issue she was enjoying. 
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Jerry Lewis (Jerome Levitch) 
died 20Aug17. Rejected for WWII 
service due to a heart murmur. 
Dean Martin (Dino Crochetti) 
died 25 Dec 95. He served 
stateside in 1944 before being 
medically separated. His son 
Dean was a Calif. Air National Guard pilot, killed in a 
training crash in 1987. 
Arnold Palmer, 10 Sep 29 - 25 Sep 16. 
Already an amateur golfer, he served 
1951-53 in the US Coast Guard. The 
King of golf said, "The knowledge that 1 · 
gained in the Coast Guard was 
unbelievable. It matured me. It made me 
a better person for the world ... " 
Joseph A. Wapner, 15 Nov 19 
- 26 Nov 17. Served in the 
132"d Infantry, a sister regiment 
in the America! Division. After 
graduating from college in 
.... _____ California in 1941, he joined the 
Army. As a platoon leader on 
Cebu Island in the Philippines, and was 
wounded by sniper fire leaving him with 
shrapnel in his left foot. He received 
Purple Heart and the Bronze Star for 
bravery. Leaving the service in 1945, he 
obtained a law degree, eventually 
becoming famous on the People's Court, 
and becoming further endeared by Dustin 
Hoffman's fixation on "10 minutes to 
Wapner" in the movie Rainman. 
Lieutenant Wapner was given a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame 2009. 
Dennis Weaver, died 20 Feb 06 
at age 81 . Navy pilot WWI I. 
Olympic decathlon finalist in 
1948. Chester on Gunsmoke; 
McCloud. 
Theodor Seuss Geisel (1904-1991) 
--aka Dr. Seuss--joined the Army 
1943, commanding the Animation 
Dept, First Motion Picture Unit. He 
wrote films including "Your Job in 
Germany", 1945 film about peace in 
Europe after WWII, "Our Job in 
Japan", and the "Private Snafu" 
series of adult army training films. Worked with Frank 
Russell Capra crew on "Prelude to War" which won the 
1942 Academy Award for Documentary Feature, and 
wrote portions of Design for Death, the 1947 best 
documentary about Japanese war culture. He was the 
9th best selling fiction author of all time. 
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Japan's last WWII straggler soldier, 91, dies [2014] 
By Elaine Kurtenbach of Associated Press AP writer Mari Yamaguchi contributed to this report. 
http://news.msn.com/obits/japans-last-wwi i-straggler-soldier-91-dies 
Former Japanese WWII straggler Hiroo 
Onoda waves back at residents who lined up 
to greet him Lubang Island, May 21 , 1996, 
during a journey back to the Philippines. 
AP Photo: Bullit Marauez 
Former Japanese 
WWI I holdout 
Hiroo Onoda 
holds a picture of 
himself, taken 
when he came out 
of hiding from the 
jungle, during a 
news conference 
in May 1996 upon 
arrival in Manila, 
Philippines. 
AP Photo: Bullit 
Marquez 
AP Photo. Hirao Onoda, 
wearing his 30-year-old 
imperial army uniform, cap 
and sword, salutes to the 
Philippine Air Force on arrival 
March 10, 197 4, at a radar 
site on Lubang Island, 
Philippines, when he comes 
out of hiding in the jungle. 
TOKYO - Hiroo Onoda, the last Japanese imperial soldier 
to emerge from hiding in a jungle in the Philippines and 
surrender, 29 years after the end of World War II, has died. 
He was 91 . 
Onoda died [16 January 2014] at a Tokyo hospital after 
a brief stay there. Chief government spokesman Yoshihide 
Suga expressed his condolences, praising Onoda for his 
strong will to live and indomitable spirit. 
"After World War II, Mr. Onoda lived in the jungle for 
many years and when he returned to Japan, I felt that 
finally, the war was finished. That's how I felt," Suga said. 
Onoda was an intelligence officer who came ·out of 
hiding, erect but emaciated, in fatigues patched many times 
over, on Lu bang island in the Philippines in March 197 4, on 
his 52nd birthday. He surrendered only when his former 
commander flew there to reverse his 1945 orders to stay 
behind and spy on American troops. 
Onoda and another World War 11 holdout, Sgt. Shoichi 
Yokoi , who emerged from the jungle in 1972, received 
massive heroes' welcomes upon returning home. 
Before and during the war, Japanese were taught 
absolute loyalty to the nation and the emperor. Soldiers in 
the Imperial Army observed a code that said death was 
preferable to surrender. Onoda refused to give up, despite 
at least four searches during which family members 
appealed to him over loudspeakers and flights dropped 
leaflets urging him to surrender. 
In his formal surrender to Philippine President 
Ferdinand Marcos, Onoda wore his 30-year-old imperial 
army uniform, cap and sword, all still in good condition. 
After the initial sensation of his return home wore off, Onoda 
bought a ranch in Brazil. He later was head of a children's 
nature school in northern Japan. 
"I don't consider those 30 years a waste of time," 
Onoda said in a 1995 interview with The Associated Press. 
"Without that experience, I wouldn't have my life today." 
e showed a great zeal for making up for years lost. "I do everything twice as fast so I can 
make up for the 30 years," Onoda said. "I wish someone could eat and sleep for me so I can work 24 
hours a day." 
The son of a teacher, Onoda worked for a Japanese trading firm in Shanghai after finishing high 
school in 1939. Three years later, he was drafted and trained at a military academy. 
In December 1944, he was sent to Lubang, about 150 kilometers (90 miles) southwest of Manila. 
Most other Japanese soldiers surrendered when U.S. troops landed on Lu bang in February 1945, 
though hundreds remained missing for years after the war. 
As he struggled to feed himself, Onoda's mission became one of survival. He stole rice and 
bananas from local people down the hill, and shot their cows to make dried beef, triggering occasional 
skirmishes. 
The turning point came on Feb. 20, 197 4, when he met a young globe-trotter, Norio Suzuki, who 
ventured to Lubang in pursuit of Onoda. 
Suzuki quietly pitched camp in lonely jungle clearings and waited. "Oi," Onoda eventually called 
out, and eventually began speaking with him. 
Suzuki returned to Japan and contacted the government, which located Onoda's superior -
Maj. Yoshimi Taniguchi - and flew him to Lubang to deliver his surrender order in person. 
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BULL_ETIN BOARD 
WWII Photo & recent photo 
of each current WWII 
members for use in the 
75th Anniversary issue as a 
"yearbook" of members. 
Please note when you joined 
. the 164th so you'll be listed in 
the correct campaign. 
~!~;~~ ~ r==~ 
The Final REUNION 
13 October 2017 
75th Anniversary 
Open House 
•4 October zo•7 
Hey! Full color 
Cloth Patch 
3" X 3.5" 
$6.50 
The 164th Infantry News will continue telling your 
stories until the funds for printing it run out! 
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Need a place to put your 164 stuff? Full color 
Metal Crest 
Standard Lapel Size 
Examples: Company Photos, Rosters, Orders, memorabilia, 
WWII News Clippings, journals, & your stories 
$4.00 Items sent to the 164th Infantry News 
"THEY WERE READY" 
Member price $10 
will eventually go to the 164th Infantry Archives. 
· Nonmember $13.50 The 164th Infantry Archives 
Send checks to 
164 Infantry News 
PO Box 1111, :Bismarck, 
ND 58502-1111 
at the University of North Dakota will provide 
·archived storage for supervised research 
for generations to come! 
2nd printing, 412 
pages, maps, photos, 
large print, bookmark 
Last 
Chance 
For a 
164 Ball Cap 
Mesh back 
Adjustable size 
Full Color Crest 
$10+4 mailing 
= $14.00 
Send to PO Box 1111, Bismarck, ND 58502-1111 
164th Mailing address for any purpose 
PO Box 1111, Bismarck, ND 58502-1111 
President Vern Fetch 
Email: vfetch@bis.midco.net Phone 701-527-1426 
Dues, Memberships, Donations, & Reunion: 
Secretary Treasurer Ben Kemp 
Email: blkemp@bis.midco.net Phone 701-400-6136 
Books, Back ls;tues, Merchandise, News stories: 
Editor Shirley J Olgeirson 
PO Box 1111, Bismarck, ND 58502-1111 
Editor 164 thlnf an try N ews@hotmail.com 
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HISTORIC BACK ISSUES 
AVAILABLE 
Contact your Editor for a complete List 
Editorl 64infantry N ews@hotmail.com 
PO Box 1111, Bismarck, ND 58502 
THB 164TW INPANTIY Nsws 
~ -. 
6<J" Annual WWII Reunion 
W-.-0... - 19.tl ~,01, 
--·==--==:..":,,":':= ........ 
n ·• [: . 
I/ ,• )~Ti 
{, - • ' fl~::: ;- ,;;_ ~ ;,· · 
-~- --
- ~ 
"For tht Unittd 
Statts of Amtrlca, 
thtrt will bt no 
forgttJlng Septtmbtr 
the 11•• 1001 ... " 
-l'r•Ua1C.W._.. 
~Wff~: 
T~V'*~ 
~d.cW~ 
~ 
v~~ 
70" Anniversary 
Victory in World War II 
Copies of issues from March 2005-present are available for suggested donation to the Associa-
tion of $2 per copy to pay for mailing & printing costs or $1 if no mailing is required. Send 
,...,.,. ...... ,,9-4' th 4', ,-...,,,-~,, 
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The Fighting 164 
By Ira Keeney 
154th Infantry Regiment 
We were shifted around in the army. 
Wondered what we'd do in this war ... 
But then fighting men were needed, 
So they' called on the 164. 
We worked like Hell in Caledoni , · r: 
We supplied it with food and wit h_ell ! 
Then a call came down fro -
, galla ·, 
They needed help on Guad 
We headed out for Hender 
Artwork: The Rifleman 
by Doug Burtell 
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We donned our gear and our leggin's, 
And shouldered our mortars and gun. 
And started the march to the front lines 
To meet the men of the Rising sun. 
It was Hell, that march to the front lines 
ver that slick muddy road. 
Wes ated and cursed but 
I 
1 
~-11~ straightened up 
r,tp~qi,~~~-J]Jb~ v load. 
mes in the darkness--
ere sticky as gum. 
rfhey hit our lines in the darkness; 
ur guns roared steady and clear . 
.A d as the dead piled up before us, 
hose Japs knew the Army was here. 
For three nights they pounded that 
front line. 
We took every shell, every shot. 
"You'd better give up General Tojo, 
If that's the best that you've got." 
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1641h Infantry WWII Awards, Decorations, 
Badges, Citations, Patches, & Pins 
Combat Infantryman Badge Combat Medical Badge 
!1tr.:J1''UJ'',1:'Ji':,J,, .. ·• --·~ ·· . 
................. """""*"" 
Navy Presidential Unit Citation - Philippine Presidential Unit Citation 
Decorations & Service Medals*, in order of Precedence 
Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, Silver Star, Legion of Merit, Soldier's Medal , 
Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Service Medal , 
American Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal (up to 4 bronze service 
stars+ assault landing device), World War II Victory Medal, Army of Occupation Medal 
with Japan clasp, Philippine Liberation Medal (with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster) 
*eligibility for service medals is based on location &/or time period requirements for each award 
Decorations awarded 
to ~64 Members during WWII 
6 Distinguished Service Crosses 
1 Navy Cross 
89 Silver Stars 
7 Legion of Merit 
10 Soldiers Medals 
199 Bronze Stars 
2000 (Approx) Purple Hearts 
Distinctive Unit 
Insignia (Unit Crest) 
Worn on Uniform Lapels 
Je Suis Pret = I Am Ready 
Post-war authorization lor award 
ol the Bronze Star Medal 
Award may be made to each member of the Armed Forces of the 
United States who, after 6 Dec 1941, has been cited in orders or 
awarded a certificate for exemplary conduct in grouna combat 
against an armed enemy between 7 Dec 1941 and 2 Sep1945, 
inclusive, or whose meritorious achievement has beeri otherwise 
confirmed by document executed prior to 1 July 194 7. For this 
purpose, an award of the Combat Infantryman Badge or Combat 
Medical Badge is considered as a citation in order . 
Honorable Service 
Lapel Button 
W om on left lapel 
of Civilian Clothing 
Shoulder Sleeve Insignia 
Left Shoulder 
Unit of assignment: 
Americal Division 
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n 
Right Shoulder 
Wartime Service: 
1st Marine Division 
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The 1641h Infantry News is· published 1-3 times a year as an 
informational newsmagazine for members of the 164th 
Infantry Association. Photos, stories, and soldier profiles are 
always welcome. Please send to the above address. 
Membership is $10/year or $50 Life for 3 issues of the News 
and mailings about the annual reunion. 
2017 Association Officers 
President .. ... .. .... ... .. Vern Fetch: (701-527-1426) , Bismarck, ND 
Vice President... ..... ... .... .. ..... ... ...... ... Vacant 
Secretary/Treasurer .. . Ben Kemp (701-400-6136), Bismarck, ND 
Editor .. . .. . ... ..... . .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. Shirley J Olgeirson: Bismarck, ND 
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"7 5TH ANNIVEllSAllY" Significant History On 13 October 1942, the 164th 
Infantry Regiment became the 
first U.S. Army WWII unit to 
offensively engage the enemy, 
in either theater, when it landed 
on the shores of Guadalcanal ·to 
reinforce the 1 t Marines. Celebrating the 75th ·Anniversary 01 
the Landini at Guadalcanal 
Reunion Dinner 
13 October 2017 
Public Open House 
14 October 2017 
Details Page 2 
40 (The previous issue was September 2016) 
IWantYOU 
The 164th earned the Navy 
Presidential Unit Citation & was 
nicknamed the ' 164 th ·Marines' 
The Regiment fought through 
the Solomons and Philippines 
and was preparing to invade 
Japan when the atomic bombs 
ended the war. 
AMERICAN DEFENSE 1939-1941 
, ••• .,.._. ........ _ .. _r_r.,..,. 
- - . - ---· . ·-- --- -
..._ ,, •• ,1.a.1---,., ,, ....... 1 ........ _,, __ ........ 
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